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A Message from the Director
Term 2 is underway and although we are 
already in this post Easter Season I want to 
welcome all new catechists and also 
catechists who have returned for 2017. Thank 
you for your service to the children from 
Catholic families who attend Public schools.

We give thanks that each year some 1000 
catechists volunteer to teach over 18,000 
students in State primary and secondary 
schools in the Diocese of Parramatta. It is 
hoped that this newsletter will share news, 
resources and information across the 
Diocese and unite all of us in this important 
ministry in the Church.

I am now 16 months into this role as Director 
of CCD and starting to get my head around 
the various parts of the role, thanks to the 
regional coordinators and Maree Collis here 
in the Parramatta Offi ce.

Before coming to CCD my two previous roles 
in the Diocese were in Parish Support and 
Fundraising and as the Acting Director for 
the Institute for Formation. 

Prior to that I was working for the Catholic 
Education Offi ce on the Religious Education 
Team and the Spiritual Formation Team. In 
both those roles I was supporting teachers 
in Catholic schools with their faith education. 
I started my career as a high school teacher 
in a state school so I feel that I have come 
full circle now coordinating the work of SRE 
who go into State schools. The Lord works 
in mysterious ways!

A part of this role I really enjoy is seeing so 
many SREs attend the training courses and 
this year we have had over 100 complete 
the Level One course already! The presenters 
are enthusiastic, experienced and come full 
of ideas and resources to make the SRE 
lesson relevant, interesting and engaging. 

I have noticed that in parish registers several 
parishes have all or almost all SREs 
completing Level One training. Thank you 
to the Parish Coordinators who have made 
this a priority in their teams. 

Each year the Department of Education (DoE) 
issues the conditions for our access to State 
schools; SRE training as well as the use of 
the approved curriculum Christ our Light and 
our Life are requirements we agree to. 

This year DoE has stipulated that parish lists 
of catechists who go to a particular State 
school must have dates of birth. 

SREs must wear their Authorisation Cards 
(lanyard), their badges and if asked, will 
show their ID. CCD applauds the steps taken 
to protect children and we thank you for your 
understanding and compliance with all the 
measurements introduced over the years. 
(SREs must have Working With Children 
Check - WWCC numbers but are not required 
to give their numbers to schools).

Pope Francis reminds us that we grow in 
discipleship by doing, by living the Gospel 
we have received. So often I hear that in 
being an SRE (catechist) we gain so much 
more than we bring. How has your experience 
as an SRE been for you?

To stay informed of current knowledge and 
expectations please ensure you attend your 
parish meetings each term. 

Participating in refl ection days, prayer groups 
in your parish as well as the CCD Formation 
days offered throughout the year helps us 
to remain awake to the Holy Spirit within and 
be renewed for this important ministry of 
Special Religious Education.

Wishing you every blessing, 

Cecilia Zamm� 
Director, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Diocese of Parramatta

Training Timetable

Regional news

Craft ideas

New resources

formation

Catechist News   |   VOL. 1 ISSUE 1, MAY 2017

Catechist News IN THIS 
ISSUE

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine



Catechist News 2

A Pentecost Reflection
I tend to think of Pentecost as one part of 
a Trinity of annual Christian religious 
celebrations. Christmas celebrates the 
love of our Creator God taking on our 
humanity, Easter celebrates God’s 
redeeming love as our relationship with 
God is restored through Jesus. 

At Pentecost we are reminded that our 
God dwells not in a far off place but within 
us and his Spirit empowers us to continue 
Jesus’ mission on Earth.

I have heard the Trinity referred to as two 
men and a bird, which is perhaps 
understandable in view of much Christian 
art! I find a more useful way to think about 
this mystery of the Trinity is: God before 
us, God among us and God within us. So 

why isn’t Pentecost celebrated similarly 
to Christmas or Easter? 

I wonder if the Holy Spirit gets short 
shrift. Realisation of God within us 
has such fundamental implications 
for our lives. We realise the 
inherent beauty and dignity within 
ourselves, each other and all 
Creation. The Creation Story 
testifies to this as it speaks of a 
divine wind hovering over the 
waters. 

The Pentecost event powerfully 
reminds us that our faith is outward 
looking. The disciples were gathered 
together perhaps fearing persecution, 
disheartened and unsure of what to do next. 

Mission Statement
The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine consists of 
a united group who are mainly volunteers, dedicated 
and committed to Special Religious Education in 
State Schools.

We strive to ensure that children from Catholic 
families attending Primary, Secondary & Special 
Education State Schools have an opportunity to 
hear the Good News, to develop a relationship with 
God and to feel welcomed and valued members of 
the Church community.

We endeavour, by our living of gospel values, to 
nourish and support the faith development of the 
children and their families.

We will strive to transform unjust structures which 
impede our mission and accept the challenge of 
discovering alternate ministries whenever and 
wherever needs emerge.

We accept the responsibility of continually calling 
each other to ongoing formation and commitment 
to mission.

We value the opportunity to work alongside other 
denominational groups in common commitment to 
children in State Schools. Sabine Harriss receiving 40 year award
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After what seems to have been the 
most hectic start of the year that I 
can remember SRE in Nepean is well 
underway.  

Changes to Department of Education 
policy necessitated a raft of last minute 
variations to paperwork but thanks to 
the support of parishes and especially 
Parish Co-ordinators in the region this 
happened with a minimum of fuss.

One parish had a particularly 
challenging start to the year when 
the Parish Co-ordinator had a serious 
health scare. Fred Keuneman parish 
co-ordinator at St Nicholas of Myra, 
unexpectedly admitted to hospital 
for surgery at the beginning of the 
year which meant he was not able to 
attend to the many issues that Parish 
Co-ordinators attend to at the start of 
each year.  

Thanks to the support of the ladies in 
the parish offi ce, especially Marthese, 
and the parish SREs everyone pitched 
in to ensure all ‘bases were covered’.  
From holding the fi rst meeting of the 
year, completing the new paperwork, 
issuing authorisation cards, sorting 
classes and student activity books 
for the commencement of the year to 
name a few issues each SRE did their 

part to allow Fred to recover from his 
surgery and ensure the start of SRE in 
Penrith parish fl owed smoothly.  

I’m pleased to be able to say Fred 
has now returned to the role of PC 
on light duties and I know he is most 
appreciative for everyone’s support 
and prayers during the past few 
months.

This year we have welcomed 20 girls 
from Montgrove College to the SRE 
family as they have been trained to 
assist in SRE in local public schools.
Together with students from Wollemi, 

Caroline Chisholm, Loyola and Xavier 
Colleges fi ve parishes in the Nepean 
Region are receiving support in their 
catechetical ministry.

As we move forward and meet 
each new challenge with a positive 
attitude, I know SRE in the Nepean 
Region will continue to be a vibrant 
ministry, spreading the Good News 
to the children from Catholic families 
attending State schools. 

Carmel Fenton
Regional Coordinator

Nepean Regional news

The Holy Spirit gave them courage 
and an increasing revelation of the 

love and presence of God. 
Ultimately Jesus’ death on the 
Cross was no obstacle to God 
being with us, even now. As the 
early disciples gathered to 
celebrate their Jewish festival 
of Pentecost St Luke speaks 
of a sound which was like a 
powerful wind and a sight which 
was something like tongues of 

fi re. 

At our Level 3 training course 
Laurie Words spoke about the 

richness of imagery and poetry St 
Luke uses in his writing. 

Artist images of tongue-shaped fi re 
balls and doves that we see help us 
understand and communicate these 
concepts to our students but they 
shouldn’t distract us from more 
important message: that God is within 
us, shaping us to be his presence in 
this world.  

At Pentecost God revealed this truth 
to us in a powerful way and now we 
are called to reveal God’s love 
through our words yes but also our 
acts of love and mercy. As a Catechist 
you are in a great place to do just 
that. Alleluia!

Melissa McDonald
Regional Coordinator

“ B e i n g  a  c at e c h i s t  i s 
n o t  a  t i t l e ; 

i t  i s  a n  at t i t u d e  o f  a b i d i n g 
w i t h  h i m , 

a n d  i t  l a s t s  a  l i f e t i m e !  

I t  m e a n s  a b i d i n g  i n 
t h e  L o r d ’ s  p r e s e n c e  a n d 

l e t t i n g  o u r s e lv e s 
b e  l e d  b y  h i m . ”

- Pope Francis
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The Recommendations of the 2014-2015 NSW Independent 
Review of SRE-SEE (Ethics): A positive outcome
A positive outcome for Special 
Religious Education (SRE) ‘Scripture 
in Schools’ has been received from 
the NSW Department of Education. 
The recommendations of the 2014-
2015 NSW Independent Review of 
SRE-SEE (Ethics) were released by 
the Department of Education 
Tuesday 11 April.  
 
The Catholic Church, together with 
other providers of SRE, has 
welcomed the fi ndings of this NSW 
Government review of religious 
education and ethics in public 
schools, as refl ected in the following 
media release from the Catholic 
Conference of Religious Educators 
in State Schools NSW-ACT 
(CCRESS):

Parramatta Region is blessed with 
a vibrant group of Special Religious 
Education (SRE) teachers and each 
year there seems to be more Catholic 
SRE classes in local State schools 
to serve. 

The Region includes Parishes from 
Granville to Greystanes in the South, 
to Toongabbie in the West and Harris 
Park in the East.

SREs have met for their initial parish 
meetings, completed their annual 
engagement forms, received their 

authorisation cards and reviewed the 
Child Protection Policy.

The Parramatta Regional Mass held at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Greystanes 
on February 3 was a great success 
and made special by the students 
from the parish school leading us in 
song, along with Fr Paul Marshall’s 
encouraging words. 

All SRE teachers were commissioned 
at the Regional Mass and several 
of them received certificates for 
completing their training in CCD 
courses. 

All new catechists are required to have 
a verifi ed WWCC number before they 
go into the classroom and they commit 
to attending a Level 1 CCD Training 
course within the fi rst year of being a 
catechist. 

Once the course is fully completed the 
SRE will receive their certifi cate at the 
Regional Mass.

This year we have more than 50 senior 
students from OLMC Parramatta and 

Delaney College Granville who assist 
SREs in local State primary schools-
Kindy to Year 6. The primary school 
students have expressed much joy 
interacting with the student SREs and 
seem to look to them as mentors. 

The student SREs thoroughly enjoy 
presenting weekly lessons and some 
say they are learning more about their 
own faith as they teach the children.

It is my hope that more SREs in 
Parramatta region will register for 
the Level 2 course on Fridays at 
Greystanes. Those registered for Level 
3 will continue attending sessions at 
IFM Blacktown on the Fridays of May. 

If you would like to join this amazing 
ministry or require some support 
please phone me on 0404 895 539.

Fiona Clarke
Regional Coordinator

Parramatta Regional news

As one of the largest providers of Special Religious Education (SRE) in NSW public schools, 
the Catholic Church welcomes the fi ndings of the Review of Special Religious Education 
and Special Education in Ethics. The fi ndings continue to affi rm the important place of SRE 
and SEE in public education.

The Catholic Church has taught religious education in public schools for over 150 years 
and currently delivers Special Religious Education to over 90,000 Catholic students in public 
schools with a volunteer workforce of over 5,000 authorised and trained SRE teachers.

We will continue to work in partnership with the Department of Education under the direction 
of the Minister around the policy and procedures for SRE and SEE. 

We look forward to working collaboratively with Approved SRE Providers of all faiths, 
particularly in the areas of training and curriculum to further strengthen SRE and SEE in a 
multi-cultural and multi-faith environment.

The Catholic Church supports the rights of all parents to choose Special Religious Education 
or Special Education in Ethics, or neither, as part of a holistic approach to the education of 
their children.
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L to R: Carol Vella, Veronica Sultana, Melissa McDonald, Helen Zammit, Wendy Hord, 
Cecilia Zammit, Fiona Clarke, Carmel Fenton, Connie Cassar, Maree Collis

The CCD Team Gracious God,
As summer begins to fade,
new possibilities lie on the horizon.

Bless all of those who are returning
to their roles as catechists as well as 
those who lead and support them in 
their efforts.

May this school term be a time of grace
And potential as they teach, share
and challenge others to grow in faith,
knowledge and wisdom.

Bless children and youth, along with
their parents, as they move into the 
second half of the year.

May their minds be open to learning
And to the wonder of discovery and 
insight.

Empower us to teach with love.

Amen

Education Minister Rob Stokes said 
the review found there was “no 
widespread or systemic evidence of 
problems in the present system” of 
SRE and SEE. “The Department of 
Education has accepted a number of 
recommendations to improve 
transparency and accountability,” Mr 
Stokes said. 

“The changes include ensuring 
information about providers and their 
curriculums are available to inspect 
online, improving complaint handling 
procedures and ensuring age-
appropriate content.” 

Thank you to Catechists
Thank you to all our Parish Catechists 
for your faithful service, week in and 
week out. The public school students 
and their families, along with you, our 

wonderful Catechists, make all the 
time and energy given to the Review 
worthwhile.

We acknowledge the many good 
things identifi ed about SRE by the 
Review: how it is valued by schools, 
parents, students, faith groups and the 
broader society who acknowledge the 
contribution SRE makes to our society 
with approved curricula, trained 
Catechists and quality student and 
teacher resources and workbooks.

The CCD Parish Catechist Support 
teams around NSW look forward to 
continuing to work with the Education 
Minister and the Department of 
Education to enhance further the 
delivery of SRE for the sake of our 
children to build a just and 
compassionate society.

The Annual Diocesan 
Catechist Mass

Will be held
Friday 8 th September 2017 at 11am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Seven Hills 
followed by refreshments

All catechists are invited to attend

Full text of the SRE-SEE Review  
Here is a link to the Department of 
Education release of SRE-SEE Review 
recommendations:

http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/about-us/
statistics-and-research/public-
reviews-and-enquiries/special-
religious-education-review
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New Resources
Did you know that the CCD Offi ce in 
Parramatta holds a substantial library 
of posters, books, CDs and DVDs for 
use by SREs in the classroom?

Recently purchases include extra 
copies of the ‘Big Books’ on: Ascension 
& Pentecost, Parables Jesus told, 
Stories About Jesus, Old Testament 
Stories, and the Good Shepherd, to 
name a few.

The library also holds many CDs and 
DVDs including music and songs by 
John Burland and Andrew Chin as well 
as Lets Sing Sing by Two by 2. Vol 1 
& 2. These are great ways to teach 
about our faith to children.

In addition we have a wide selection 

of children’s stories including The 
Invisible String, What God’s Like, 
God’s Paintbrush, Your Special Gift, 
The Little Refugee and The Smile that 
Went around the World - all great 
resources for SRE lessons.

In the CCD library you will also fi nd 
material to sustain your own faith 
including scripture commentaries and 
books on the Church, the Sacraments 
and Theology.

To borrow these resources simply call 
into the Parramatta offi ce between 
9-5pm each day or call Maree 9890 
4731 and one of the Regional 
Coordinators will deliver the item to 
your parish.

Some of the great resources available from 
the CCD offi ce

craft idea: A Windsock for Pentecost
Materials needed
• 2 pieces Red 

Construction Paper
• White & Orange Copy 

Paper
• Ribbon (Streamers 

could also be used) 
cut into 7 pieces

• Dove Cookie Cutter 
(or other Dove 
Template)

• Scissors, Glue 
Stick, Stapler, 
Tape & White 
Yarn (not 
shown)

Step 1
Cut out seven fl ames, and label each one 
with one of the seven Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Step 2
Trace Dove Template onto White Copy 
Paper. Cut out the Dove, representing 
God the Holy Spirit, and glue it onto one 
of the pieces of red construction paper.   

Step 4
Tape the fl ames to the bottom of each 
piece of ribbon, making sure they are 
secure. Then tape each one to the inside 
of the bottom rim of the Dove topper. 

Step 3
Create a cylinder out of red construction 
paper. Then staple the edges together, 
adding a bit of tape at the top and bottom 
to make it a little more secure. Then 
attach a piece of yarn to the inside of the 
top rim, to use for hanging the windsock. 

http://showerofroses.blogspot.com.au/2010/05/windsock-for-pentecost.html
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Certifi cates were presented to those 
who completed Level One and Two of 
the CCD training course in 2016 as well 
as the Years of Service Certifi cates to 
those completing fi ve and ten years of 
service in the ministry. Congratulations 
to them all. 

We also held a special blessing for 
Helen Zammit as she stepped down 
as Parish Co-ordinator for Stanhope 
Gardens/Glenwood Parish after ten 
years. At the end of Mass all gathered 
outside the church for a light supper. 

By this time a dramatic change in 
temperature hit Stanhope Gardens 
and we all were much relieved by the 
cool breeze that had fi nally arrived. 
Indeed it was a wonderful celebration 
to start the year off and a refreshing 
way to end the evening.

Carol Vella
Regional Coordinator

It was a night that we will not forget 
in a hurry! What began as a very 
memorable day weather wise ended 
with a very memorable evening for 
other reasons.

Friday the 10th of February marked the 
second ‘Beginning Year SRE Mass’ for 
the Hawkesbury Region. 

The extreme heat of 46 – 47ºC was 
unrelenting all day and well into the 
night. It was hot!! Nonetheless sixty 
to seventy people, catechists and 
their family members from Richmond 
and Windsor to Kellyville and Rouse 
Hill, gathered together that evening to 
celebrate the beginning of our SRE 
year as a region. 

St John XXIII Parish hosted the Mass 

and Fr John McSweeney concelebrated 
with Frs. Ruben Elago (Quakers Hill 
Parish), Arthur Cook and Reggie 
Lavilla (Windsor Parish) and John 
Paul Escarlan (Parish of Richmond). 
Deacon Tan assisted at the Mass. It 
was wonderful to see one of our own 
catechists, Judith Castellino, assisting 
as adult server at the mass. 

In his homily Fr John shared the moving 
story of his experience of attending 
scripture classes during his school 
years and the percentage of men that 
came from the State school system of 
education to become priests and lasted 
the distance. Just goes to show that 
we don’t know whose heart and mind 
a catechist might be touching. 

Hawkesbury Regional news

2017 Formation Opportunities
Each Friday in the month of March, 
SREs and other parishioners gathered 
at IFM to learn more about the Acts of 
the Apostles and Journeys of St Paul 
with Dr Laurie Woods. 

This part of the New Testament came 
to life and great insights were gained 
as parts of this text were presented 
in the original ancient Greek, and as 
we refl ected on the challenges and 
achievements of the early church 
communities.

On Friday June 2 Sr Leone Palliser will 
lead us in another Refl ection Day at 
Merrylands Parish Centre on the eve 
of Pentecost, to focus on our ministry 
as Spirit Filled Disciples. Through 
scripture, poetry and song we will be 
invited to become ‘more alive to the 
Word within us and be more authentic 
in our witness and our teaching.’ 

All SREs are invited to come along 
Please RSVP to Maree on 02 9890 4731 
or mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au by 
May 29.

Sr Leone Pallisier, presenting on June 2nd

Dr Laurie Woods



Apply online www.newcheck.kids.nsw.gov.au
Or call (02) 9286 7219 & a support officer will complete the form for you

Once form is submitted you will receive an Application Number 

Take the application number & your ID (eg. passport/drivers licence/rates notice/Medicare card/full birth certificate) 
to the RMS (formerly known as the RTA) & choose the “OTHER” button at ticket machine

Apply online www.newcheck.kids.nsw.gov.au
Or call (02) 9286 7219 & a support officer will complete the form for you

• Paid employees pay a fee of $80• Volunteers are free

You will receive a ‘Working With Children Check Number’ 
either as an email or in the post from the Office of the Children’s Guardian

When you receive the Working With Children letter take it and your ID to the Parish Office.

The Parish Office will forward the completed Catholic Diocese of Parramatta’s ‘Working With Children Check 

Notification Form’ (Found under the forms section on the Diocesan website) for verification with 

the Chancery Office of Safeguarding and Professional Standards

The Office of Safeguarding and Professional Standards, will notify the Parish by email which will contain: 

• Status of Applicant-Cleared to Work, Application in Progress or Barred
• The Expiry Date of the person’s Working With Children Check

All new SREs:
• Until you receive your verification from the parish office you will not be able to teach in schools.

• You will not be issued with your authorisation card until you are verified by the parish .

NSW NEW WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK APPLICATION & VERIFICATION
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LEVEL 1
MONDAYS - EMU PLAINS PARISH HALL COMMENCING 28TH AUGUST

Week 1 AM Level One Course Outline & Breaking Open the Manual

PM IT Resources

Week 2 AM Understanding the Learner

PM Communication through Questioning

Week 3 AM Classroom Management 1

PM Classroom Management 2

Week 4 AM Meet the Bible 1

PM Storytelling

Week 5 AM Meet the Bible 2

PM Music

Week 6 AM Multi-Sensory Teaching

PM Lesson Planning

Week 7 AM Diocesan Child Protection Guidelines & 
Department of Education Guidelines

PM The ‘LOT’

Week 8 AM Reconnector

PM Smart Board In-service

LEVEL 2
FRIDAYS - GREYSTANES PARISH CENTRE COMMENCING 21ST JULY

Week 1 AM Faith & Meaning

PM Understanding the Learner 2

Week 2 AM Faith Development of the Student

PM Lesson Preparation & Resources 1

Week 3 AM Hebrew Scriptures 

PM Classroom Management 3

Week 4 AM Christian Scriptures

PM Using Multi Media in the Classroom

Week 5 AM Exodus & Covenant

PM Australia- Many Cultures, Many Faiths

Week 6 AM Parish Based Sacraments & History of Sacraments 
of Initiation 

PM Lesson Preparation & Resources 2

Week 7 AM Sacraments, Signs & Symbols

PM Commandments & Beatitudes

Week 8 AM Lesson Presentation

PM Reconnector

June
Friday 2nd Refl ection Day with Sr   
 Leone Pallisier on ‘Spirit 
 Filled Discipleship’ at   
 Merrylands Parish Centre - 
 9.30am to 2.30pm
Friday 30th End of Term 2

July
Tuesday 18th Start Term 3
Friday 21st Level 2 Training Course   
 commences - Greystanes  
 Parish Centre

August
Monday 28th  Level 1 Training Course   
 commences -
 Emu Plains Parish Hall

September
Friday 8th  Annual CCD Catechist   
 Mass - 11am at OLOL   
 Seven Hills
Friday 22nd End of Term 3

October
Monday 9th Term 4 starts

November
Monday 13th  Refl ection Day with Trish  
 McCarthy on ‘Advent’
 Mamre Homestead, St   
 Marys - 9.30am to 2.30pm

December
Friday 8th Final Gathering for Parish  
 Co-ordinators
Friday 15th  End of Term 4

CCD Dates for 2017Training Timetable
For all enquiries & enrollments please contact 

Maree at the CCD Offi ce 02 9890 4731 or 
mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au
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