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Dear Friends
At this special time of year, as you begin to tie up loose ends in your 
classrooms and say good bye to the students in your care, I hope you 
can spare a moment to give thanks to God for each one of them and for 
this important role you have.

“Emmanuel: God is with us” is what we will be celebrating soon in the 
Christmas season and as disciples you have made this known to many 
young people, sharing the Good News and enabling them to live life to 
the full. 

I want to thank you sincerely for the service you render to the young 
people in our schools and parishes and pray God’s blessings upon you 
and your families.

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv
Bishop of Parramatta 

A Message from Bishop Vincent

Advent
  Season

Celebrate with gladness the great promise in the

HOPE   LOVE   PEACE   &   JOY
are wonderful reasons to slow down and savour the season of 

our Saviour throughout the whole month! Count down the days as you 
count all your blessings. Whether as a continued or new family tradition, 

Advent calendars or wreaths will help you prepare in celebrating the 
greatest gift mankind could ever receive.
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AN aDVENT Reflection
‘He has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives.’ 
(Isaiah 61:1)

As we move into the season of Advent we are 
reminded that it is a time of preparation for the 
coming of Christ into our lives. It is good to bear 
in mind that Christmas is not about the coming 
of the ‘baby Jesus’ but focuses on the place of 
the Lord Jesus in our consciousness and in our 
daily interactions with the people we live and 
work with and with those we encounter in various 
situations. 

The Christmas crib with Mary and Joseph 
showering love and care on their newborn son 
is a truly delightful image but it risks having no 
impact on our lives if we sentimentalize it and 
overlook the message it contains.
The coming of Jesus in 1st century Palestine 

really meant good news to those who were 
oppressed and caught up as captives in a 
religious culture that had created a hierarchy 
of power and an environment of fear. 

A powerful note that sounds through the 
readings of Advent is:  comfort my 
people, console them and tell them their 
Lord is coming to bring good news; like 
a shepherd feeding his flock, he will 
bring them tranquillity and spiritual food 
for the journey. Notice how fear has  
no place in Jesus’ scheme of things.  
All his relationships with people are  
marked by compassion, acceptance and 
understanding.

John, in his mission to prepare the way for 
Jesus, was fully awake to the meaning of Christ’s 
coming. He was not recommending sentimental 
piety but was urging his people to change with 

In his brief address to the gathering in 
Uganda, Pope Francis encouraged 
catechists to persevere in their “rewarding” 
but “not easy” work and be not just teachers 
but also “a witness” through their example.

With the final term underway I hope you can 
take a moment to look back on the past year 
and smile. It has not all been smooth sailing 
perhaps but you have persisted and this has 
given the  students the opportunity to know 
the love of God for them. You have given 
witness to your faith and how it gives 
meaning to your life, and that you care about 
them.

Our Annual CCD Mass at Seven Hills this 
year was truly a celebration of SRE 
commitment and faith. In his homily, Bishop 
Vincent’s commended SREs for choosing to 
go beyond themselves to share their 
knowledge of God with students, to enrich 
them. As we honoured Mary on her birthday 
Bishop Vincent recalled how she gave her 
life in the service of others often ‘journeying 
into the unknown but always in obedience 
to the will of God’. 

Congratulations to the many SREs who were 
recognised for their service: from 45 years 
through to the Catholic High School SREs 
who volunteer for the year. We also thanked 
and farewelled Veronica Sultana who has 

now retired as Regional Coordinator for Blue 
Mountains Region. Her contribution to CCD 
as SRE, Parish Coordinator and Regional 
Coordinator has been significant and she will 
be missed. We are grateful to the Episcopal 
Vicars Fr Chris De Souza and Fr Peter 
Williams who concelebrated our CCD Mass 
along with the Priests and seminarians of 
our Diocese. The Mass photos on the centre 
pages convey the joy of the day!

New grade SRE Certificates have been 
designed for each student this year as a way 
of acknowledging the learnings for the year. 
Your Parish Coordinator has them for you. 
Please ensure they are distributed in a way 
that celebrates their achievements, and 
encourage the students to show them to their 
parents and siblings. Year 6 students will 
also receive their ‘passports’ which contain 
activities for at least two lessons. Again make 
sure you spend the time in class to bring to 
life all the information on Sacraments, Saints 
and the Church. The passport activities will 
help you review SRE for the previous years.

Looking ahead you need to know that 
Working with Children Check renewals will 
begin in March 2018 for those who first 
applied in 2013. Read more about this in this 
Newsletter.

I have truly enjoyed meeting many of you 
this year at the training sessions, reflection 
days and parish meetings and also at your 
Regional Masses and the Annual Mass. I 
look forward to more of that in 2018. 

Thank you for your generous and continued 
service to our Parish children in public 
schools.

In this season of ‘waiting’ may you feel the 
hand of God guide you through life’s puddles 
and like Mary the mother of Jesus, be 
sensitive to the plight of the needy, the poor 
and the troubled.  May you and your families 
enjoy a well-deserved rest and a most 
blessed Christmas.

Cecilia Zamm�
Director, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Diocese of Parramatta

A Message from the Director
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The 2017 highlight for the Hills Region has 
been the annual Regional Mass which 
gathered some 90 SREs together to 
celebrate the Hills Region SREs ministry and 
its achievements. Fr Ian McGinnity most 
graciously celebrated our Mass at Christ the 
King Parish North Rocks with his brother 
priests. In his homily he thanked the SREs 
for their service to state school students in 
the parish.

We were blessed to have Julia and Lisa 
Hoban from Christ the King parish looking 
after the music ministry. They both sang and 
played beautifully. They were accompanied 
by a small angelic choir of SREs from 
parishes across the region. 

At the conclusion of Mass SREs received 
certifi cates for the completion of their Level 
One and Level Two accreditation courses. 

We also recognised SREs for 
their 5 and 10 years’ service to 
our Ministry. We especially 
remembered two of our SREs 
who had recently passed away. 
Br Michael Fitzgerald from 
Castle Hill Parish and Maureen 
Vierboom from Dundas Valley 
Parish.

Br Michael who was a De La 
Salle Brother in Castle Hill 
taught SRE at Samuel Gilbert 
School for 6 years. He loved being an SRE 
and had a great rapport with his students. 
Brother Michael was liked very much by both 
his students and SREs from other 
denominations. Br Michael was a highly 
respected and much loved member of the 
Castle Hill SRE Parish team. 

Maureen Vierboom had been 
teaching scripture for 30 years. 
For 25 years Maureen taught 
SRE in the Sydney Diocese 
and for the last 5 years, she 
taught SRE in the Parramatta 
Diocese. Year 1 students at 
Yates Avenue School. 

Maureen was a gentle and 
creative SRE who dedicated 
countless hours over the years 

sharing Jesus’ message through planning, 
resourcing and teaching her lessons. 
Maureen was a much loved member of the 
St Bernadette’s Dundas Valley Parish SRE 
team. We were honoured to have Maureen’s 
husband Tony and her daughters present to 
receive Maureen’s certifi cate. 

Both these wonderful SREs are greatly 
missed by their parish teams.

Helen Zamm�   
& Wendy Hord
Regional Coordinators

Hills Regional news

courage and commitment from a life 
of ‘going through the motions’ to 

an authentic life of the spirit. 
John’s message is translated 
as ‘repent’ but in Aramaic the 
verb is tûv, which means 
‘turn, go back’. 

The idea is supremely 
practical involving the 
following steps: i) be mature 
enough to take responsibility 
for a wrong word or deed, ii) 

with regret and sorrow seek 
forgiveness, iii) resolve to turn 

back to God, to Goodness 
itself. The last step is really the 

heart and soul of repentance, 
namely, a re-setting of our compass 

towards God and the re-establishment 
of our relationship with God. This means 

we don’t waste time beating our breast and 
feeling sinful. We turn back to God and get 
on with it, giving God credit for wiping the 
whole issue away and restoring us to the 
tender arms of Love itself. 

This freedom and closeness to God was 
what Jesus was constantly emphasising. 
‘Come along in partnership with me,’ he 
said, ‘and you will fi nd tranquillity. My yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.’ What he 
means is, my burden is light because if you 
embrace it you will be throwing off the need 
to accumulate and control. Striving to have 
more rather than be more, and always 
being in control are recipes for disaster and 
stunted growth, both spiritually and 
psychologically. 

Owners and Control Freaks never achieve 
true fulfi lment and never seem to grow to 

wholeness. They are too ‘busy about many 
things’, as Jesus put it to Martha, and never 
get around to focussing on the life of the 
spirit that really matters.

Advent and the coming of Jesus into our 
lives at Christmas is a great time to re-focus 
and re-set our adult spiritual compass.

Dr Laurie Woods
Presenter of Level 3 Gospel Study
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CCD Annual Catechist MAss

Noah, Moses, Abraham, Jonah and The 
Whale, the parables of The Good Samaritan 
& The Sower & the Seed are some of the 
bible stories we are all familiar with and just 
recently I had the privilege to hear these 
stories during visits to the state schools in 
the region this term. 

The SREs teachers & helpers presented 
these stories in a variety of ways from the 
KWL big books, role play, PowerPoints and 
3D Characters from Kindergarten to Year 6.   
It was great to see students so engaged and 
wanting to be involved especially in role play 
during the presentations.  An excellent way 
for these stories to have a lasting impact on 
the students.

The Blacktown region covers 31 state 
schools and I plan to visit as many SREs in 
their classrooms as possible during terms 
3 & 4. The visits have included Mitchell & 
Blacktown Girls high schools who have 
an all-day seminars where the Christian 
denominations come together and present 
topics which leads into the individual faith 
discussion groups.  

It’s inspiring to see during these visits 
many SREs using the techniques and 

implementing new skills they have learnt 
during the CCD courses held this year.

Senior students from Patrician Brothers, 
Nagle College, St Agnes, St Andrews & St 
Clare Catholic High Schools are all actively 
involved in their local state primary, thanks 
to the support of the Religious Education 
Coordinators & Parish Coordinators.  These 
SRE students are so excited to be in the 
classroom and the connection they have 
with the students is invaluable.  They are 
fantastic role models!

Meeting the staff in the state schools during 
my visits has been another avenue to 
continue to affirm and grow the relationship 
between the schools and the SREs.  I have 
appreciated the opportunities to speak with 
some of the supervising classroom teachers 
and thank them for their support.  

The teachers have remarked on how well 
the SRE teachers interact with the students 
and on how well prepared they are. This is 
encouraging to hear!  Looking forward to 
seeing more great things in the classroom. 

As we approach the end of the year I would 
like to thank the Parish Coordinators & 

SRE Teams in Blacktown region for their 
continued support throughout the year and 
for their dedication to the ministry. 

Connie Cassar
Regional Coordinator

Blacktown Regional news
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New Classroom Resources for Students & Parishes

CCD Certifi cates of Achievement 
& Passports

CCD Faith breathing Life into Future 
Generations Volunteer Catechist package

Passports
Many parishes have ordered Passports for 
their Year 6 students. Please ask your Parish 
coordinator for the guideline sheet that 
enables students to review their years of SRE 
and to complete the activities in the passport.

Certificates  of achievement
This year CCD has designed a Certifi cate of 
Achievement for each student. We hope this 
will acknowledge the quality teaching taking 
place in the classroom and encourage 
students and their families to see SRE as an 
important “subject”. Please try to present 
each Certifi cate in a celebratory way and 
encourage students to share something of 
their learning with their families.

consider volunteering in this important 
ministry. In the 2 minute video several SREs 
of different ages share the joy and 
satisfaction they experience as catechists. 

Parishes interested in holding this Catechist 
weekend can order the brochures etc 
(no charge) by simply contacting Maree on  
� 02 98904731  or 
�  mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au

To ensure that numbers of catechists serving 
in our state schools are maintained, the CCD 
Offi  ce has designed a new Parish Catechist 
Volunteer package titled Faith breathing Life 
into Future Generations. 

The package includes a brochure, invitation 
card, a news item for the parish bulletin, a 
2 minute DVD and the outline of a talk for 
the speaker. It is recommended that the 
promotion goes over 3-4 weeks so that the 
maximum number of parishioners will hear 
about Special Religious Education and 

Inviting new volunteers to the Catechist Ministry
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Connie’s Craft Corner: Advent/Christmas

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mylittlehouse.org/uploads/2/1/0/0/21005170/christmas_diorama_free_nativity.pdf 
 

 

https://familiesinfaith.org/tag/advent-wreath/ 

In future issues this craft corner will bring some craft ideas and visuals to take into 
your classroom. In this issue there is fi rstly a focus on Advent which is a wonderful 
opportunity for us as SRE teachers to share the excitement with our students that 
leads to birth of Jesus. 

The Advent Wreath prayer poster can be displayed during your lesson, using the 
scripture references and prayers each week 

• 3D Christmas star - easy to assemble and decorate
• A Christmas Candle made with simple materials
• Christmas diorama, of the birth of Jesus in colour and black and white ready to 

print, a class project or a resource to bring into the classroom completed. 

To obtain instructions and copies of these activities go to the CCD website 
� https://parracatholic.org/ccd-craft

Presenting these activities in your lessons may require some preparation with 
cutting before class. These activities may take a few weeks to complete, so be sure 
to allocate time in your lesson plan.

A craft activity may be the only things to go home with the students, so make the 
most of this opportunity, it could create conversation between the students and their 
parents, sharing the Bible message.

The Christmas fi le on the Useful Lesson Planning USB given to the SREs as part of 
the level 1 course, is another resource to explore for ideas. 

 
Enjoy!  

Connie

Acknowledgment of websites used: 
http://www.mylittlehouse.org/uploads/2/1/0/0/21005170/christmas_diorama_free_nativity.pdf
https://familiesinfaith.org/tag/advent-wreath/
https://www.lapappadolce.net/lavoretti-per-natale-candelina-con-molletta/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/stars/3dstar2/

CHRISTMAS CANDLE     https://www.lapappadolce.net/lavoretti-per-natale-candelina-con-molletta/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�  PARRACATHOLIC.ORG./ACYF

� catholicyouthparra      � catholicyouthparramatta.org       cyp_parramatta      � @catholicyouthparra

7 - 9 Dec 2017
Register Now
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This year we celebrate the wonderful 
contributions to the SRE ministry of Patricia 
McAuley with 40 years’ service, Breda 
Seamons with 30 years, Christine Ranaste 
who received her Papal blessing for 20 years 
and Noeleen Cliff, Julie Hodgkinson, Sandi 
Mowbray, Tom Cook, Kim Ellis and Ann Ellis 
who all have reached 15 years of bringing 
their God given talents, faith and love to the 
children of the Blue Mountains. 

Congratulations and thank you to these 
long serving Catechists and to all of our 
SRE teachers and helpers who contribute 
so much! 

Finally we farewelled our lovely Regional 
Coordinator Veronica Sultana who retired 
at the end of June. Her warmth, energy and 
humour and her dedication to this ministry 
over many years will be greatly missed. She 
has been a wonderful job share partner to 
me with advice, encouragement and some 
warm, well timed ‘Maltese hugs’! 

Thank you Veronica for all you have done 
for our Blue Mountains Region.

Melissa 
McDonald
Regional Coordinator

Greetings from the beautiful Blue Mountains 
region! Our region incorporates 6 parishes, 
working in 24 State primary and secondary 
schools to spread the Gospel to children. 
We comprise approximately 70 volunteers 
and we also enjoy the involvement of senior 
students from McCarthy Catholic College 
and St Columba’s Catholic College who 
generously share their time and talents in 
local primary school classes.

In March this year we celebrated the service 
and dedication of all our SRE teachers and 
helpers at our Regional Mass at Our Lady 
of the Way Parish at Emu Plains. We are 
very appreciative of Fr Mick O’Callaghan, 
Michelle Harris and her SRE team for their 
hospitality. We also thank Fr Bob Sheridan 
and Fr Florito Apalias for their presence and 
concelebration. 

March was a busy month as we also kicked 
off a Level 1 training course in Katoomba, 
to respond to the particular needs of the 
Upper Mountains where proximity to most of 
our training is a real challenge. We did it at 
breakneck speed and I am grateful to Fr Ted 
Tyler for hosting us at St Canice’s Katoomba. 
We wish Fr Ted all the best in his retirement. 

A small group of our SREs attended the 
combined diocesan secondary training event 
held in Broken Bay Diocese and gained 
lots of new insights into delivering SRE to 
secondary students. We learnt lots through 
the many workshops and really enjoyed 
Fr Paul Roberts’ challenging and thought 
provoking keynote speech on Intentional 
Discipleship. We currently hold SRE lessons 
at Winmalee and Katoomba High schools.

Blue mountains Regional news

Advent Season Faith Formation Opportunity
In the rush and bustle to bring the year to 
an end and to prepare for Christmas, you 
could do well to recognise that God wants 
to give you something. 

Can we take the time to stop, look and 
listen and wonder what that might be?

Trish McCarthy who is CCD & Evangelisation 
Coordinator in Wollongong Diocese will 
explore this with us on Monday November 
13 in the beautiful rural setting of Mamre 
House on Mamre Rd St Clair from 9.30am 
‘til 2.15pm. 

Why don’t you give yourself this gift 
and join us for this time of refl ection 
and celebration. Morning tea and 
lunch will be provided. 

Please RSVP to Maree Collis 
on 02 98904731 or email 
mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au 
by November 6



LEVEL 1
FRIDAYS – RICHMOND PARISH MEETING ROOM 

COMMENCING 23RD FEBRUARY

Week 1 AM Level One Course Outline & Breaking Open the Manual

PM IT Resources

Week 2 AM Understanding the Learner

PM Classroom Management 1

Week 3 AM Classroom Management 2

PM Communication through Questioning

Week 4 AM Meet the Bible 1

PM Storytelling

Week 5 AM Meet the Bible 2

PM Music

Week 6 AM Multi-Sensory Teaching

PM Lesson Planning

Week 7 AM Diocesan Child Protection Guidelines & 
Department of Education Guidelines

PM The ‘LOT’

Week 8 AM Reconnector

PM Smart Board In-service

LEVEL 2
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS – IFM (DOWNSTAIRS)

COMMENCING 28TH FEBRUARY

Week 1 PM Faith & Meaning

Week 2 PM Understanding the Learner 2

Week 3 PM Faith Development of the Student

Week 4 PM Lesson Preparation & Resources 1

Week 5 PM Hebrew Scriptures 

Week 6 PM Classroom Management 3

Week 7 PM Christian Scriptures

Week 8 PM Using Multi Media in the Classroom

Week 9 PM Exodus & Covenant

Week 10 PM Australia- Many Cultures, Many Faiths

Week 11 PM Parish Based Sacraments & History of 
Sacraments of Initiation 

Week 12 PM Lesson Preparation & Resources 2

Week 13 PM Sacraments, Signs & Symbols

Week 14 PM Commandments & Beatitudes

Week 15 PM Lesson Presentation

LEVEL 3
FRIDAYS – IFM (DOWNSTAIRS) – COMMENCING 9TH MARCH

Weeks 1– 5 Aspects of the Gospel of Mark  

Weeks  6–10 Journey of Faith
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January
Monday 30th Commence Term 1
  
  
February
Wed 14th Ash Wednesday
Friday 23rd Level 1 Training Course   
 commences at Richmond  
 Parish Meeting Room
Wed 28th Level 2 Training Course 
 commences at IFM 
 (evening)

March
Friday 9th  Level 3 training course   
 commences at IFM
Friday 30th Good Friday
Saturday 31st Easter Saturday

April
Sunday 1st  Easter Sunday
Monday 2nd Easter Monday
Friday 13th End Term 1
Wed 25th ANZAC Day
Monday 30th Commence Term 2

CCD Dates for 2018 – Term 1Training Timetable
During 2017 more than 120 catechists 

completed training in Levels 1, 2 & 3 Courses. 
Congratulations to all. 

All new SREs are required to complete Level 1 
training within their fi rst year as an SRE. 

We look forward to new SREs enrolling in Level 1 
in 2018 along with others completing their next 

level of Training.

For all enquiries & enrollments please contact 
Maree at the CCD Offi ce 02 9890 4731 or 

mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au

Catechist News Level 1, 10 Victoria Rd Parramatta NSW 2150
(02) 9890 4731  |  www.parracatholic.org/ccd-home
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Contacts
CCD Director  Cecilia Zammit    �   02 9890 4731 �  czammit@parra.catholic.org.au

Office Manager  Maree Collis    �   02 9890 4731 �  mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au

Regional Coordinators Cecilia Zammit    �   02 9890 4731 �  czammit@parra.catholic.org.au
  Cecilia Zammit    �   02 9890 4731 �  czammit@parra.catholic.org.au
  Cecilia Zammit    �   02 9890 4731 �  czammit@parra.catholic.org.au
  Cecilia Zammit    �   02 9890 4731 �  czammit@parra.catholic.org.au

Working with Children Check Renewals in 2018! 
Working with Children Check renewals will begin in March 2018 for those who fi rst applied 
in 2013. When it is time to renew your WWWC you will receive an email explaining what you 
need to do. The reminder may arrive in your email box 3 months before the expiry date. 

Find your expiry date and WWC number in the email you received after you fi rst applied. 
If you have lost your number, go to kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check/apply and choose 
“Find your WWC number”. Your number and expiry date will be emailed to you.

If you do not receive an email, fi rst check your Junk folder. If you still cannot fi nd the email 
it may be because there is an issue with the information you entered, or your details have 
changed since you fi rst applied. In that case, either update your details using the “Update your 
details” option, or call the customer service team on 02 9286 7219. Do not reapply, as you may 
be charged another application fee, and this will not be refunded.

CCD Contacts

CCD Director Cecilia Zammit 02 9890 4731 czammit@parra.catholic.org.au

CCD Office Manager Maree Collis 02 9890 4731 mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au

Regional Co-ordinators

Blacktown Connie Cassar 0410 346 484 ccassar.ccdparra@hotmail.com

Hawkesbury Carol Vella 0422 429 043 carolvella@optusnet.com.au

Hills
Wendy Hord 02 9674 4931 whordccdparra@gmail.com

Helen Zammit 0401 183 268 helen@zammit.net

Mountains Melissa McDonald 0408 693 042 melissajmc@bigpond.com

Nepean Carmel Fenton 0402 222 143 carwltn@bigpond.net.au

Parramatta Fiona Clarke 0404 895 539 fionaclarke@aapt.net.au

2017 Diocesan Secondary SRE Training Day 
WHEN  Friday 24 November 2017, 9:30 am – 2:30pm
WHERE Institute for Mission Marion St Blacktown 

This will be essential professional development and an 
opportunity to share ideas and skills for teaching the 
secondary SRE curriculum which will enhance your 
teaching. Topics will include: 

 

RSVP to Maree  � 02 98904731 – Lunch will be provided

• how to engage the students
• prayer in the classroom
• breaking open the Word of God

• responding to 
diffi cult topics 

• creative lessons




