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A Message from the Director
The Year of Youth and SRE: Listening, 
engaging and exploring new horizons with 
young people. 

Late last year Pope Francis announced a Year 
of Youth for the Church and in a letter to the 
young people of the world he said, “I wanted 
you (the youth) to be the centre of attention, 
because you are in my heart. Every young 
person has something to say to others…we 
all need to listen to you.” 

In this Year of Youth, Pope Francis is asking 
us to engage with youth in new ways and help 
young people to encounter God in Jesus 
Christ. 

He reminds us that young people have a great 
capacity to address injustice and create new 
opportunities for joy and hope. He implores 

leaders and older members of the Church to 
‘continue to listen to and benefi t from the many 
graces of youth, supporting them to discern 
their vocation and identify their call in the world 
within communities where they are safe, 
nurtured and respected.’

‘This Journey’ Pope Francis concludes, ‘will 
help us all become more fully alive as the 
Body of Christ, but it is a journey of conversion, 
requiring an open heart’. 

As SRE teachers (catechists) we often are 
that listener, nurturer, encourager and guide 
in the classroom. We also have senior Catholic 
high school students in SRE Ministry and this 
year Australian Catholic University students 
will be trained to teach SRE for a semester. 

I trust you will make them feel welcome. 
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Hawkesbury Region
1. A FATHER’S STORY
Lachlan’s 2 daughters went to 
Hobartville school and remember Tony 
and Annette teaching them. The older 
girl went home and asked “why aren’t 
we going to Mass?” 

That was the beginning of them 
returning to church. He is now 
involved in pastoral care and the older 
daughter taught SRE when she was a 
student at Bede Polding College, and 
she LOVED it.

2.  A VOTE OF THANKS
The SRE teacher gave the end of year 
lesson on gratitude with her ‘high 
energy’ Year 1 class. The students 
were asked to make a thank you card 
for whomever they wanted. At the end 
of the lesson one of her students gave 
the SRE teacher a card to thank her 
for being their SRE teacher. 

3.   THE SRE LESSON CAN GO A 
LONG WAY 
A Year 1 SRE teacher recognised 
some children from her school outside 
of the school setting. They were very 
excited to see her. The SRE teacher 
introduced herself to the parents who 

proceeded to tell her that every week 
they know when SRE is on because 
their children come home and share 
everything they have learnt in their 
Scripture class. The teacher was 
blown away and so was the assistant 
when she was told. 

4.   SRE CAN LEAD TO A CHANGE 
OF HEART
Twins in a Year 6 SRE class had a 
tragic event happen in the family a few 
years earlier. One of the twins was 
disconnected from the class and sat 
with their back to the class without 
participating. 

The topic of the lesson sparked one 
sibling to make a statement to the 
teacher about how it wasn’t fair that 
this tragedy happened in their family. 

The SRE teacher proceeded to give 
examples of other times in life when it 
wasn’t fair that these tragedies 
happen. 

As the discussion proceeded the 
disconnected child turned around and 
began to ask questions and get 
involved with the lesson. After the 
class the classroom teacher 
commented to the SRE teacher that it 
was the fi rst time in 2 years that the 

child participated in any lesson at the 
school. 

Over the weeks the child became one 
of the class and participated more 
actively. (Year 6 teacher) 

Blacktown Region
Archer’s school likes to recognise the 
students’ extra-curricular activities, as 
well as their achievements at school.
Following the Parish End of Year 
Liturgy last year, Archer took his 
Kindergarten Special Religious 
Education Certifi cate, issued by 
Parramatta CCD, to show for news.

He was invited to show his Certifi cate 
at the school Assembly. He proudly 
announced to all the students and 
teachers, who were gathered in the 
School Hall, that “God had given him 
his Certifi cate last night!”

As his parents had told him that he 
was going into “God’s House” when 
he entered the church, Archer had 
concluded that our Parish Priest was 
God

“AN UNUSUAL REQUEST”
On the day I was being visited by my 
Regional Coordinator the kindy 
children happily took their places on 
the mat, except for Bella (who tends to 
be a little dramatic). On this occasion 
Bella said she felt sick. I told her to 
rest at the desk and I proceeded with 
my lesson keeping a watchful eye on 
her. 

All was well until Bella raised her hand 
with an unusual request “Mrs Baker “ 
she said, “when I’m sick at home my 
mum sings me a lullaby” (I did not 
burst into a rendition of “My Favourite 
Things”!). But I reassured her that I 
would tell the staff.

She completed the activity.

Regional roundup
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Parramatta Region
Granville parish coordinator, Joseph 
Elias, came up with a great idea to 
fi nish off 2017 with his students in 
Granville East Public and Blaxcell 
Street Public schools. They designed, 
and had published a little comic 
scripture book called Road to Heaven. 

It contains a collection of the student’s 
favourite scripture stories from 2017. 
Apart from being a fabulous 
motivational tool for the students, it 
will be a keepsake for them to share 
with their family for years. 

In the comic there are stories, games, 
puzzles and prayers. There is also a 
page dedicated to autographs which 
Joseph was asked to sign What a 
fantastic way to connect with your 
students. 

Thank you to Joseph and his students 
for showing us what is possible.

Nepean Region
Last year Nepean farewelled two 
Parish Co-ordinators who had served 
their parishes tirelessly – Tess Lennon 
from Cranebrook and Lorena Morales 
from Glenmore Park. I would like to 
thank them both for their hard work 
and commitment to the role over many 
years.  

As such we are welcoming two new 
teams to the ranks of Parish Co-
ordinator! Mary Marsh and Joanne 
Hamilton are going to work together to 
support the SREs of Glenmore Park 
Parish. 

Lorrene Gorman and Mary Lyons 
together with Marie Cottee will support 
the SREs of Cranebrook Parish. We 
wish them well in their new roles!! 

Hills Region
At the conclusion of the Melrose Park 
Combined Christmas Service the 
school captains presented all SREs 
with a special thank you certifi cate. 
Each SRE also received a book of 
thank you messages that their 
students had written to them.
A couple of the messages were:

“Thank you for teaching us this year. I 
would love to have you next year and 
hope you have a merry Christmas”; 
and “Thank you for teaching me. I am 
very lucky to have you it was the best 
year with you.”
 

Blue Mountains 
Region
Regina Starkey has taught SRE at 
Lawson Public school on Thursday 
mornings 2 for years and her students 
range from Kindergarten to Year 2. 

Teaching these children brings me 
much joy and satisfaction in 
contributing to their understanding of 
our Catholic religion. I enjoy preparing 
for the class and it is very encouraging 
and motivates me further when I see 
the children participate in class 
activities. 

Attending Level 1 SRE training course 
has helped me tremendously in 
preparing for these young enthusiasts. 
I fi nd that music, videos and stories 
helps captivate these young minds in 
understanding the Bible with very 
positive outcomes. 

One example that I would like to share 
here is a very simple song for the 
Season of Lent to explain how Jesus 
died for us and how he listens to 
everyone’s prayers. The children 
thoroughly enjoy this song and 
participate in class whole heartedly. 

The Kindy students even start the 
song the minute they hear the music. 
(I found this song in a catholic web 
page called Catholic Toolbox). 
Here is the song and it is sung to the 
tune of “1,2,3,4,5, once I caught a fi sh 
alive...”

“1-2-3-4-5, I know Jesus is alive. 
6-7-8-9-10, He died for me then he 
rose again.

Why did He have to die?
So I could have eternal life.
Where does He live today?
In heaven, but He hears me when 
I pray.”

Regional roundup
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on extra responsibilities that enable this 
agency of the church to operate 
effectively.

The findings of the Independent Review 
on SRE delivered in 2017 were very 
encouraging, showing parents 
overwhelmingly support SRE and were 
grateful for its contribution.

The infograph summary in this 
newsletter (page 5), shows SRE classes 
were held in 87% of NSW schools and 
the report notes that Catholic SRE in 
particular, is of a very high standard, 

’contributes to students’ understanding 
of their cultural heritage and is an 
avenue for their spiritual care’.

So please continue the great work you 
are doing, always showing kindness to 
school staff and everyone we come 
across, taking time to attend parish 
meetings and refreshing ourselves in 
classroom management, Code of 
Conduct and Child Protection. 

Our training courses and formation days 
offer skills and education in faith that 
will enrich your teaching. Always teach 
the curriculum with sensitivity and in an 
age appropriate manner. 

Have you visited our updated website? 
Details of CCD policies, upcoming 
training and events and more can be 
found there. I look forward to meeting 
you at Regional Masses, meetings and 
training days or when you drop into our 
library in Parramatta. 

Blessings on your year!

Cecilia Zamm�
Director, 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Diocese of Parramatta

� parracatholic.org/ccd-home

A message from the director  (Continued)

I invite you to encourage young people 
in your parish to become SREs too. 
Let’s grow this ministry together! 

With the Year of Youth as our focus, I 
want to welcome you all to a new year 
of Religious Education in public schools 
in Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains. 

A special welcome to new SREs who 
have joined this ministry and to new 
Parish Coordinators who have taken 

The Library in the CCD Parramatta Office is open most days 
between 9am and 5pm. Come in and borrow big books, CDs 
Videos and other resources that will enhance lessons.

Recently Shirley Jo and Myrna from Glenwood Stanhope 
Gardens Parish visited the library commenting ‘It is full of 
treasures like an Aladdin’s Cave!’ Please call before to ensure 
the Library is attended � 98904731.

NEW CLASSROOM RESOURCES

Continued from front cover

CONSIDER A GIFT IN YOUR WILL, 
AND SECURE FAITH, HOPE AND 

CHARITY INTO THE FUTURE
The Church has been present at most of the important milestones 
in your life - your baptism, your first communion, at times of great 

celebration and at times of great sadness. 
The work of our Church ministries are far reaching and life giving.

One important and valuable ministry is the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, which helps young people encounter and 

experience Christ.  

Your generous gift, left in your will, will help provide Catechists the 
tools and resources required to evangelise to students in State 

Schools, for generations to come.

For more information about leaving a gift in your will, 
please contact The Catholic Foundation at 

� yourfoundation@parracatholic.org or call � 02 8838 3482 
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Student participation in SRE

Religion in NSW

Primary schools
Secondary schools

92%
81%

SRE CLASSES WERE HELD IN:

OF ALL SCHOOLS*

87 %

WEEKLY SRE CLASSES
Primary schools
Secondary schools

95%

52%

AT LEAST FORTNIGHTLY SRE 
CLASSES

Primary schools
Secondary schools

99%

87%

OF PRIMARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

ATTEND SRE

Government Schools

Government school students

Primary Secondary

71%
OF SECONDARY 

SCHOOL STUDENTS 
ATTEND SRE

30%

An overview of New South Wales

7.8
MILLION

People in NSW

Students in NSW
1,194,188

2,152

780,600

477,098 303,502

Parents choice
of parents agree/mostly agree that 
they are able to exercise their right 
to nominate an alternative religious 
persuasion for their child to attend 
where SRE cannot be o�ered.

77%

of parents agree/mostly agree 
that they understand their right to 
withdraw their child from SRE.92%

of primary principals and 74% of 
parents support enrolment choice 
of SRE continuing from the previous 
year.73%

of parents are satisfied/mostly 
satisfied with their student’s 
learning experiences in SRE.84%

Special Religious Education (SRE) in NSW govt. schools
THERE ARE:

SRE IN SCHOOLS

SRE teachers in NSW

% of providers that 
o�er training:

Child safety/child 
protecton - 90% 

SRE pedagogy - 82% 

Classroom behaviour 
management - 80% 

Training provided to SRE 
teachers:

Yearly training updates - 
91% 

Mentoring by experienced 
SRE teachers - 78% 

Observation and 
feedback on lessons - 70%

99% of SRE 
teachers have 
completed a 
Working with 
children check.

83% of SRE 
coordinators indicated 
that complaints 
processes and 
procedures work well 
in practice.

96% of principals 
agree/mostly 
agree that their 
school has a 
good working 
relationship 
with most SRE 
providers.

95% of SRE 
teachers were 
given authorised 
materials and 
workbooks.

101
29

SRE 
providers

faith 
groups

THESE REPRESENT:

Data summarised from ‘2015 Review of Special Religious Education and Special Education in 
Ethics in NSW Government Schools’, Department of Education & ARTD Consultants, 2016.

*that responded to surveys by ARTD

Providers from 
7 other faith 

groups

Christian 
providers

86%

14%

Benefits of Providing SRE
Students are connected with their cultural, 
religious or spiritual backgrounds.

“SRE builds tolerance in schools around diverse 
communities and promotes multiculturalism 
through joint celebrations of di�erent faith groups 
and the recognition of di�erent cultural heritages.”

Connect

Students develop strong positive character traits 
that are reflected in their behaviour decision 
making and relationships. 

“SRE contributes to a well-rounded education 
and provides students with a values perspective 
to make informed ethical choices.”

Succeed

Parents and the broader community support and 
enable the aspirations of every student. 

“SRE is community building and helps connect 
schools with the local community.”

Thrive

“SRE contributes to students’ 
understanding of their cultural heritage 
and is an avenue for their spiritual care.”

ARTD Review of SRE and SEE

NSW Dept. of Education Framework

Spiritual wellbeing relates to our sense 
of meaning and purpose. It can include 
our connection to culture, religion or 
community and includes the beliefs, 
values and ethics we hold.

IN SCHOOLS THAT HOLD SRE:

Infographic by:

Demographic data source: ABS
2017
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Connie’s craft corner
You are encouraged to do one of the Lent craft activities. The Lenten Symbols box can be half prepared at home 
and then completed in the classroom. In this issue there are activities for K-6 in preparation for the season of Lent/
Easter. 

LENTEN SYMBOLS BOX, GOD LOVES ME & LENT IN A BAG.

To obtain instructions and copies of these activities go to the CCD Website � parracatholic.org/ccd-craft 
The Lent/Easter fi le on the Useful Lesson Planning USB given to the SREs as part of the level 1 course, is another 
resource to explore for ideas.

Date Claimer: there will be a Gift Making Workshop on Friday 14th September 2018 at IFM (5 Marion St, Blacktown).
                                                                                                                     
Enjoy!

Connie           

Instructions
1. Download and print the Lenten box on white cardstock.
2. Colour with coloured pencils or very fi ne tipped markers.
3. Carefully cut out the box and then score all the dotted 

lines. Use an old ball point pen or a stylus to score the 
lines and make sure to use the ruler to keep the score 
straight.

4. Apply glue to all the tabs except the tab on the lid. 
Press the tabs to the sides to form a box, making sure to 
keep the box square.

Lenten Symbols Box
� www.lbrummer68739.net/3rd-grade-projects-gallery-2/lenten-symbols-box

This Lenten project is a little box that 
we can use to open discussion and 
explain some of the symbols from the 
Passion story. 

The silver coins remind us that Judas 
Iscariot agreed to betray Jesus to the 
chief priests for 30 pieces of silver. 
Then he watched for an opportunity to 
turn Jesus over when there was no 
crowd to protect him. 

The palm branches remind us that 
when Jesus came to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover feast, people 
ran to meet him, with cut branches of 
palm trees, shouting, “Hosanna;  
Blessed is the King of Israel that 
comes in the name of the Lord.” 

The wheat and bread remind us that 
at the Last Supper, Jesus took bread, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body.” 

The crown of thorns reminds us that 
Jesus was taken before Pilate who 

scourged him. Then the soldiers 
made a crown of thorns and placed it 
on Jesus’ head. They then dressed 
him in purple robes and pretended to 
worship him while they struck him and 
spit upon him.

The dice remind us that the soldiers 
who crucifi ed Jesus threw dice to see 
who would get his clothes.

Find the outline cutout on the CCD 
website �parracatholic.org/ccd-craft

Materials needed
• White cardstock
• Lenten box 
• Coloured pencils
• Scissors
• Ruler
• Old pen or a stylus
• Glue stick

Acknowledgment of websites used:
� www.sundayschoolkids.com/activities-love/1-valentine-pop-up-surprise-instru.htm

� www.lbrummer68739.net/3rd-grade-projects-gallery-2/lenten-symbols-box
� www.buildfaith.org/lent-in-a-bag/#gref
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A Refl ection Day to fi nish 2017 was 
held at Mamre House in November 
2017. Some months ago now but what 
an opportunity it was to stop and 
embrace all the gifts given to us during 
the past year.  

It was like an early Christmas gift and 
with not an ounce of tinsel, wrapping 
paper or reindeers in sight! 

In the skilled hands of Trish McCarthy 
from the Wollongong CCD we refl ected 
on Advent as a time of waiting and in 
turn it became for us a precious time 
of pausing from our busy lives and 

experiencing the joy of once again 
waiting on the Lord.

Such a treat to experience so many 
sources of God’s love and presence 
in one event. 

Trish drew from the Scriptures in 
helping us to think about the many 
fruits of the Holy Spirit in our lives and 
refl ected that when we are feeling lost, 
empty or discouraged God’s grace and 
presence is always there for us to 
reconnect with, the living water that 
feeds our thirsty souls: ‘We just have 
to return to the source.’

Spending some time in the gardens 
of Mamre House was for me and many 
others another source of God’s 
presence. 

The veggie gardens cultivated by 
CatholicCare clients were truly 
remarkable and led me to refl ect once 
again on the goodness of God’s 
creation and some of the fruits of the 
Spirit and the qualities of the gardener 
that allows these to fl ourish. 

Yet another source was the sacred 
listening and sharing time in small 
groups as we gained an insight into 
God’s gentle and powerful presence 
in each other’s lives.

We are grateful to Trish and other 
refl ection day presenters who invite 
us to slow down and receive. We look 
forward to Spirituality opportunities in 
2018!

Melissa MacDonald

Dr. Edward Sri is a theologian, author and well-known Catholic speaker who 
appears regularly on EWTN. He has written several Catholic best-selling books, 
including A Biblical Walk through the Mass which was used in about 1 out of 4 
parishes in the USA in preparation for the new translation of the Mass. 

Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta is hosting Dr Edward Sri and are 
extending an invitation to SREs to attend the lectures on Thursday 26 July and 
Friday 27 July 8.30am – 3.30pm. 

A Parent Refl ection Day organised by Catholic 
Education is planned for Thursday 3 May, 
9.30am – 2.00pm, at the Holy Shrine of the 
Innocents, Kellyville. A day of gathering in 
community open to all to laugh, pray and refl ect. 
Enquire and register with Maree Collis on 
� 9890 4731

All Catechists/SREs are invited to attend the 
Annual Mass on Friday 7 September 2018 at 
Good Shepherd Parish Hyatts Rd Plumpton at 
11am with a light lunch to follow.

RSVP to Maree � 9890 4731

REMEMBERING OUR DAY AT MAMRE  

For your Diary: Dr Edward Sri

PARENT REFLECTION DAY 2018 ANNUAL CCD MASS
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Year Of Youth Image – "Christ Our Joy"  (Official Description) 
The Year of Youth image is titled "Christ our Joy" and was painted by artist, Amunda Gorey in Alice Springs. 

Blacktown Commissioning Mass

“Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who leads us in 
our faith and brings it to perfection: for the sake of the 
joy which lay ahead of him” – Hebrews 12:2

This image was commissioned for the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Year of Youth to inspire new horizons for spreading 
joy. 

The central figure of Jesus, risen and glorified, has an 
arm pointing to God the Father. His other arm reaches 
toward Mary His Mother, and to the Church, drawing us 
to Him.

The central pink circle represents the Heart of God. 
Storylines of different lengths and shapes lead to and 
from the central Heart of God, representing our differing 
journeys and pathways to God. 

The many dots and circles represent young people and 
the Church. The size, shapes and colours of the dots are 
as many and varied as young people, their backgrounds 
and stories. Some young people (dots) are sustained 

around communities through sacrament and the Holy 
Spirit (water, fire and light). Others may be isolated or 
distant, closer or further away from the central figures. 
All are integral to creating one vibrant image of Church. 

The Cross extends to the borders of the painting. At its 
centre is the Heart of God, Jesus and Mary. It reaches 
all young people, those in communities and those in-
between. The Cross breaches the edge of the painting, 
calling us into the peripheries, to New Horizons.

Everyone will see, feel and sense the image differently. 
Each interpretation is valued as our stories and experiences 
are different. 

Reflect upon and spend time in prayer with the image to 
develop your own thoughts and inspirations to open new 
horizons for spreading joy in the Year of Youth.

� facebook.com/amundagoreyart   
� youth.catholic.org.au/year-of-youth
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While we focus on the sufferings, 
death and resurrection of Jesus in the 
liturgy of Holy Week, I believe we do 
well to consider the open-hearted 
vulnerability that Jesus displayed 
throughout his life and in this fi nal week 
of his time on earth.

There are lots of themes in Holy Week 
that we can meditate on but one in 
particular that I believe touches on 
every aspect of the relationships in 
our lives is vulnerability. 

The Latin verb vulnere means to injure 
or wound, so vulnerability is the ability 
to be wounded or hurt physically, 
psychologically or emotionally. 

The liturgical readings of Holy Week 
make us aware of the open-hearted 
personality of Jesus that fl owed out of 
his deep spirituality. His broad-minded 
openness allowed him to establish and 
maintain connection with those he 
encountered, and this expressed itself 
in compassion, friendship, acceptance 

of others and the ability to 
see the good and the 
potential in others. 

People living wholehearted 
lives are never tempted to 
put on a show or appear 
‘good’. They are self-
accepting and open, and 
are big enough to allow 
their vulnerability to be 
seen. Let’s consider one 
telling example of Jesus’ 
openness.

He said to his closest 
friends at his last meal with 

them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer’ 
(Luke 22:15 NRSV). 

This is an obvious statement of close 
connection, bearing witness to Jesus’ 
warm relationship with his friends. 
Then, showing no hesitation or 
embarrassment, he got down on his 
knees and washed the feet of these 
same friends. This was more than a 
gesture of Middle Eastern hospitality. 

It was an act of vulnerability as well 
as deep respect. It showed how, as 
humans, we can express our 
connection with others by getting 
outside ourselves and being of service. 
Albert Einstein made the remark, ‘Only 
a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.’

We serve the children we work with 
when we awaken joy in them and an 
appreciation and respect for the Christ 
we are committed to.

Dr Laurie 
Woods

John Burland is a well known educator and composer who has been writing and recording religious music 
for children and adults for over twenty years. Come and learn about his songs that will enliven your SRE 
lessons and bring joy to the students. Enquiries and booking with Maree on � 98904731 

Reflecting on Holy Week

Date Claimer: John Burland Coming to Seven Hills 
Parish Hall for SREs on Monday June 4!
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LEVEL 1 9.30am to 2.30pm Fridays  
at Richmond Parish

Fridays  
at Greystanes Parish

Mondays 
at Nth Parramatta 

Parish 

Week 1

Introduction Breaking Open the Manual & Ways of 
Praying

‘Senses of Scripture’ & Smartboard

23rd Feb 25th May 3rd Sept

Week 2
Understanding the Learner 

Classroom Management 1
2nd March 1st June 10th Sept

Week 3
Classroom Management 2

Communication through Questioning
9th March 8th June 17th Sept

Week 4
Meet the Bible 1

Multi-Sensory Teaching 1
16th March 15th June 24th Sept

Week 5
Meet the Bible 2

Multi-Sensory Teaching 2
23rd March 22nd June 15th Oct

Week 6
IT Resources 

Lesson Planning
6th April 29th June 22nd Oct

Week 7

Diocesan Child Protection Policy & Department of 
Education Guidelines

The ‘LOT’

13th April 6th July 29th Oct

Week 8 Reconnector 25th May 17th August 26th Nov

LEVEL 2 7pm to 9.15pm Wednesday 
Evenings at IFM (downstairs)Blacktown

Session 1 Faith & Meaning  28th February Session 9 Exodus & Covenant 16th May

Session 2 Understanding the Learner 2 7th March Session 10 Australia - Many Cultures, 
Many Faiths 23rd May

Session 3 Faith Development of the 
Student 14th March Session 11

Parish Based Sacraments 
& History of Sacraments of 
Initiation

30th May

Session 4 Lesson Preparation & 
Resources 1   March Session 12 Lesson Preparation & 

Resources 2 13th June

Session 5 Hebrew Scriptures 4th April Session 13 Sacraments, Signs & Symbols 20th June

Session 6 Classroom Management 3 11th April Session 14 Commandments & Beatitudes 27th June

Session 7 Christian Scriptures 2nd May Session 15 Lesson Presentation & 
Reconnector 22nd August

Session 8 Using Multi-Media in the 
Classroom 9th May

Enrolments for training courses in 2018 Levels 1,2 & 3 are rolling in with over 50 SREs registered already. Do look at the dates 
below and consider doing the required  training in Level 1 or build on past training, completing Level 2 & 3 in 2018. 
SREs often comment on how they value the knowledge and skills gained during the courses as well the opportunity of sharing 
ideas other SREs. 
For all enquiries & enrollments please contact Maree at the CCD Office � 02 9890 4731 or � mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au

TRAINING TIMETABLE
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LEVEL 2 7pm to 9.15pm Wednesday 
Evenings

Week 1
Faith & Meaning

Understanding the Learner 2
 30th July

Week 2
Faith development of the Student

Lesson Preparation & Resources
6th August 

Week 3
Hebrew Scriptures

Classroom Management 3
13th August

Week 4
Christian Scriptures

Using Multi-Media in the Classroom
20th August

Week 5
Exodus & Covenant

Australia – Many Cultures, Many Faiths
27th August

Week 6

Parish Based Sacraments & History of Sacraments of 
Initiation

Lesson Preparation & Resources 2

3rd September

Week 7
Sacraments, Signs & Symbols

Commandments & Beatitudes
10th September

Week 8 Lesson Presentation & Reconnector 5th November

LEVEL 3

Institute for Mission (IFM) at 5 Marion St, Blacktown
(downstairs) 

10am to 2pm Fridays 

Part A - Weeks 1 to 5 – 
Study of aspects of St Mark’s Gospel – Dr Laurie Woods

9th, 16th, 23rd March; 6th & 13th April

Part B - Weeks 6 to 10 – 
Journey of Faith – Cecilia Zammit

4th, 11th, 18th, & 25th May; 1st June

LEVEL 1 IS FOR:
• SRE teachers and helpers, who are just starting and are required to complete Level 1 during their first year 

as an SRE.
• SRE teachers currently teaching who have not attended any training courses in the last 5 years.
 
LEVEL 2 IS FOR:
SRE teachers and helpers who have completed Level 1 within the past 5 years AND are either 
• Currently teaching a class.
• Presently helping in a classroom. 
• Regularly relief-teaching in a classroom.

LEVEL 3 IS FOR:
• Current SRE teachers and helpers who have completed Levels 1 & 2 within the past 5 years.
• Part A Gospel Study - open to all parishioners.
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CCD Contacts

CCD Director Cecilia Zammit 02 9890 4731 cecilia.zammit@parracatholic.org

CCD Office Manager Maree Collis 02 9890 4731 mcollis@ccdparramatta.com.au

Regional Co-ordinators

Blacktown Connie Cassar 0410 346 484 ccassar.ccdparra@hotmail.com

Hawkesbury Carol Vella 0422 429 043 carolvella@optusnet.com.au

Hills
Wendy Hord 02 9674 4931 whordccdparra@gmail.com

Helen Zammit 0401 183 268 helen@zammit.net

Mountains Melissa McDonald 0408 693 042 melissajmc@bigpond.com

Nepean Carmel Fenton 0402 222 143 carwltn@bigpond.net.au

Parramatta Fiona Clarke 0404 895 539 fionaclarke@aapt.net.au

JANUARY
Monday 30th Commence Term 1
  
FEBRUARY
Wed 14th Ash Wednesday
Friday 23rd Level 1 Training Course  
 commences at Richmond  
 Parish Meeting Room
Wed 28th Level 2 Training Course 
 commences at IFM (evening)

CCD Dates for SEMESTER 1
MARCH
Friday 9th  Level 3 training course  
 commences at IFM
Friday 30th Good Friday
Saturday 31st Easter Saturday

APRIL
Sunday 1st  Easter Sunday
Monday 2nd Easter Monday
Friday 13th End Term 1
Wed 25th ANZAC Day
Monday 30th Commence Term 2

MAY
Friday 25 Level 2 Training 
 course commences 
 at Greystanes

JUNE
Monday 4th  John Burland presents 
 to SREs at Seven Hills
Monday 11th  Long weekend

JULY
Friday 6th Term ends
Monday 23 Term 3 commences

Working with Children Check Renewals in 2018! 
Working with Children Check renewals 
will begin in March 2018 for those who 
fi rst applied in 2013. 

When it is time to renew your WWCC 
you will receive an email explaining 
what you need to do. 

The reminder may arrive in your email 
box 3 months before the expiry date. 

Find your expiry date and WWCC 
number in the email you received after   

number, go to � kidsguardian.nsw.gov.
au/check/apply and choose “Find your 
WWCC number”. 

Your number and expiry date will be 
emailed to you. If you do not receive 
an email, fi rst check your Junk folder. 

If you still cannot fi nd the email it may 
be because there is an issue with the 
information you entered, or your details 
have changed since you fi rst applied. 

In that case, either update your details 
using the “Update your details” option, 
or call the customer service team on 
� 02 9286 7219. 

Do not reapply, as you may be charged 
another application fee, and this will 
not be refunded.




