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Let us “listen to what the Spirit is saying.” (Rev 2:7). What a wonderful invitation we have received 
from the Bishops of Australia! This scripture passage, siting as it does, underneath the logo of Plenary 
Council 2020, is at the heart of our engagement during this period of listening and dialogue for the 
Church in Australia.

We accompany Jesus on this plenary journey, and are invited into Gospel encounters. Who do we meet 
at the heart of the Gospel? Our family, friends, neighbours and work colleagues. The Gospel people 
are today’s people, experiencing the same hopes and joys, griefs and sorrows as those from centuries 
earlier. We are invited in these plenary days to sit with a drink in the midday Australian sun, conversing 
with a woman from outside the religious tradition, and outside her own social circle (John 4). We listen 
attentively to two travellers, downcast on their way home on a dusty outback track after witnessing 
everything they believed about their faith being torn away (Luke 24:13-35). We experience the elation 
of those coming back from mission to the growth areas of our urban centres, fresh with stories of new 
life (Luke 10:17). We share in the grief of friends heartbroken at the loss of their beloved friend or family 
member (John 11). 

In this time of privileged encounter, our bishops ask us to honour the stories we hear, by sharing 
the wisdom gleaned and questions raised. We are invited to raise our voices, to become a cloud of 
witnesses, sharing in the question of “What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” 
There can be no more important question? And we are a pilgrim people. We recognise that we need 
one another, and by listening to the truth of one another, we step more deeply into the Divine Truth, 
connected as we are in the One Spirit. By listening to one another, we open our eyes and ears to what 
the Spirit is saying in our midst.

This resource is off ered to be of practical assistance to those who wish to bring to life the heart of 
Plenary 2020 with their own communities. It is off ered as an accompaniment to the good work already 
happening within your own community and alongside the rich material available via the national plenary 
website.

Thank you for your willingness to take on this special role of encouraging others to walk the plenary 
journey. 

Your voice matters. Every voice matters.

Let us speak boldly and with passion, and listen with open and humble hearts.

Prayers and best wishes

DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL PLANNING & IMPLEMENTATION

WELCOME
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1 Welcome and Thank You 
Let us “listen to what the Spirit is saying.” (Rev 2:7). What a wonderful invitation we have 
received from the Bishops of Australia! This scripture passage, siting as it does, underneath 
the logo of Plenary Council 2020, is at the heart of our engagement during this period of 
listening and dialogue for the Church in Australia. 

We accompany Jesus on this plenary journey, and are invited into Gospel encounters. Who 
do we meet at the heart of the Gospel? Our family, friends, neighbours and work colleagues. 
The Gospel people are today’s people, experiencing the same hopes and joys, griefs and 
sorrows as those from centuries earlier. We are invited in these plenary days to sit with a 
drink in the midday Australian sun, conversing with a woman from outside the religious 
tradition, and outside her own social circle (John 4). We listen attentively to two travellers, 
downcast on their way home on a dusty outback track after witnessing everything they 
believed about their faith being torn away (Luke 24:13-35). We experience the elation of 
those coming back from mission to the growth areas of our urban centres, fresh with stories 
of new life (Luke 10:17). We share in the grief of friends heartbroken at the loss of their 
beloved friend or family member (John 11).  

In this time of privileged encounter, our bishops ask us to honour the stories we hear, by 
sharing the wisdom gleaned and questions raised. We are invited to raise our voices, to 
become a cloud of witnesses, sharing in the question of “What do you think God is asking of 
us in Australia at this time?” There can be no more important question? And we are a 
pilgrim people. We recognise that we need one another, and by listening to the truth of one 
another, we step more deeply into the Divine Truth, connected as we are in the One Spirit. 
By listening to one another, we open our eyes and ears to what the Spirit is saying in our 
midst. 

This resource is offered to be of practical assistance to those who wish to bring to life the 
heart of Plenary 2020 with their own communities. It is offered as an accompaniment to the 
good work already happening within your own community and alongside the rich material 
available via the national plenary website. 

Thank you for your willingness to take on this special role of encouraging others to walk the 
plenary journey.  

Your voice matters. Every voice matters. 

Let us speak boldly and with passion, and listen with open and humble hearts. 

Prayers and best wishes 

 

 
Director of Pastoral Planning & Implementation 
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2.1 PRAY FOR GUIDANCE TO LISTEN TO WHAT THE SPIRIT IS SAYING 

•   Make prayer with God the foundation for your role

•   Discover the heart of Plenary
  »  To listen to the Holy Spirit through offering a safe and vibrant environment for    
       people to listen and dialogue with one another.

  »  To be true to our mission to love God and love our neighbour as our self.

   »  To hold firm to what is at the heart of our Catholic faith as we engage with the  
      changing world, to grow and share our faith in Jesus Christ in a relevant, life- 
      giving way.

• To be clear about what this is not:
   »  Not to change the agenda of the church. Our plan remains sharing the Good  
      news of Jesus Christ in and through our Catholic Church 

   »  Not a lobbying exercise to push our own personal agendas regardless of where  
      the Holy Spirit may be calling our Church

   »  Not a brainstorming activity to generate vast pools of dot points without any    
       clear purpose.

   »  Not a scramble to change everything and wipe away all that we hold dear

   »  Not a cynical exercise where nothing will change

2.2 ENGAGE LEADERSHIP AND OTHER KEY MEMBERS

• In parishes, make sure the parish priest, school principal or other key leader is strongly 
committed.

• Involve appropriate leadership and advisory teams such as the Parish Pastoral Council or 
equivalent body and any key staff/team members.

• Deanery Pastoral Council members are asked to be key representatives in parishes.

2.3 FORM A TEAM

• The stronger the team, the stronger your engagement. See 4.3 Forming a Team for more 
details. Whoever steps in, take time to immerse in Plenary 2020 and hold your own session.

• The team has four main tasks. If sufficient members, divide roles into these areas 

1. Pray: Engage the community in prayer for hearts and minds aligned to the Holy  
   Spirit, open to the signs of the times, and for the building up of our church.

2. Inform: Ensure everyone knows Plenary is happening!

3. Offer Small Group Sessions and other ways of Listening and Dialogue

4. Outreach beyond your Gathered Community/Group

2.4 DON’T RUSH – BREATHE – TRUST IN THE HOLY SPIRIT!

2 TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED  
 WITH PLENARY 2020
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3.1 WHAT IS PLENARY 2020? 

• Plenary 2020 is the name given to a process initiated by the Australian bishops who are inviting 
people to engage in listening, dialogue and discernment about the future of the Church in 
Australia around the Plenary Council meetings in 2020 and 2021.

• A Plenary Council is the highest form of gathering that a church in a particular country can 
have.  It is an opportunity for the voices of all the People of God in Australia, laity and ordained 
alike, to be heard.  The last major assembly for the Catholic Church of Australia took place 
more than eighty years ago in 1937.

• A Plenary Council has legislative power, i.e. the final decisions of a plenary council become law 
and have binding power.  The responsibility of making these decisions falls on the conference 
of bishops, who do so only after discerning the will of the Holy Spirit with the people.

3.2 WHY ARE THE BISHOPS HOLDING A PLENARY COUNCIL?

• The contemporary society of Australia has changed significantly, and just as Pope John XXIII 
called the universal Church to “Throw open the windows of the church and let the fresh air of 
the spirit blow through” at Vatican II, it is time for the Church in Australia to evaluate how we 
are responding to society and to let the Holy Spirit guide us in our way forward. 

• As our own Bishop Vincent Long said “…, we must become a humble, listening and discerning 
church. The Plenary Council… will be an opportunity for us to listen humbly and with open 
hearts to one another and especially to what the Spirit is saying to us at this time.” 

• The Royal Commission into Institutional Response to Child Sexual Abuse has also been a 
significant and influential event that requires deep consideration and response.

3.3 WHAT IS THE PLENARY 2020 TIMELINE? 

• The national dialogue started in May 2018 around the question: 
 What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?
• The four main stages of Plenary 2020 are:

  » Listening Sessions: Now till 6 March 2019

   » Discerning, Developing & Testing Themes: May 2019 to Dec 2019

  » Drafting Council Program and Documents. Meetings Held (2020 & 2021)

   » Implementation: 2021 and beyond

• More information on the national process can be found at: 

3.4 HOW DO PEOPLE GET INVOLVED?

• Everyone is invited and encouraged to give feedback through the Plenary 2020 portal  

THE REST OF THIS RESOURCE OFFERS WAYS FOR YOUR COMMUNITY TO GET INVOLVED.

3 PLENARY COUNCIL 2020  
 A SHORT OVERVIEW

  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/have-your-say
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4.1 SUPPORTING PLENARY AND SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND   
 DIOCESE 

• The Diocese of Parramatta is actively involved in Plenary 2020 and Bishop Vincent Long, our 
Bishop is encouraging everyone, Catholics and non–Catholics alike, to give feedback to the 
Plenary.

• Some, if not all, of the final outcomes of the second Plenary Council Meeting in 2021 will need 
to be ratified from the Holy See before they have the force of law.

• There are some things we can do as a Diocese much earlier. To help us plan and implement 
pastoral initiatives from 2019 onwards, Bishop Vincent is asking the people of the Diocese of 
Parramatta to also give feedback to the Diocese.

4.2 DIOCESAN TIMELINE

4 HOW OUR DIOCESE IS ENGAGING 
 IN PLENARY 2020

4  HOW OUR DIOCESE IS  
 ENGAGING IN PLENARY 2020

• Local representatives  
identified (July)

• Plenary Support Kit & 
Small Group Booklet  
made available (July)

• Promotional Resources 
circulated e.g. brochures, 
cards, posters, banners, 
etc. (July)

• Small groups encouraged 
via use of Small Group 
Booklet 

• Opportunity for diocesan 
feedback offered

• Deanery Forums for 
people to listen, dialogue 
and discern the plenary 
question in larger setting

• Diocesan Forum in early 
2019 to distil the main 
feedback and offer local 
responses

JULY 2018 ONWARDS: PROMOTION

JULY 2018 TO MARCH 2019: LOCAL RESPONSE

NOV 2018–FEB 2019: REGIONAL
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5.1 WHO ARE THE TEAM MEMBERS? 

• Parish: Each parish will ideally have two deanery pastoral council representatives. 
 Members may include:

   »  Deanery Pastoral Council Members; 

   »  A Parish Team member; 

   »  A couple of Pastoral Council members;

   »  Key networkers and animators in your community.

 Consider inviting an existing team such as Stewardship, Planning or Renewal to take this on.

• Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta will coordinate the process in schools, who   
 are also invited to connect back to their Deanery Pastoral Council.  

• Other Agencies and Groups are invited to develop their own teams

5.2 TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES

• Coordinator(s) Role:  The deanery pastoral council representatives or other community/
agency coordinators have some key roles:

  »  Engaging with community leadership 

      –  This may include regular updates to community leaders and  
       representative groups

      –  Flagging potential challenges and opportunities 

   »  Animating the team 

      – Share a time of prayer and meal when you begin

      – Get to know each other

      – Be very clear on plenary

      – Engage in your own plenary session

   »  Keeping connected with the pastoral planning office and national plenary for updates

      –  Keep updated on what is happening

      – Share updates about what you are doing – this will be helpful for others

      – Ask for help early and often

   »  Keeping connected with the pastoral planning office and national plenary for updates

      –  Consider the tasks below and prepare a brief action plan detailing who will do  
       what and when and how.

• The team has four main tasks.  If sufficient members, divide roles into these areas

  »  Engaging with community leadership 

      –  Engage the Community in Prayer

      – Inform

      – Offer Small Groups and other Plenary Sessions

      – Outreach

5 FORMING
 A TEAM
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4.1 SUPPORTING PLENARY AND SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES  
 AND DIOCESE 

• Engage the community in prayer for hearts and minds aligned to the Holy Spirit, open to the 
signs of the times, and for the building up of our church.

• Include a prayer for Plenary 2020 in the Prayer of the Faithful.

• Pray the Plenary prayer at meetings and/or Mass.

• Prayer groups in community to hold up Plenary 2020 as an intention.

• Distribute the plenary prayer cards.

• Ask local prayer groups to share in the plenary intentions

• More prayer resources are available through both the diocesan and national plenary website

OUR PRAYER STRATEGY

6 ENGAGE THE
 COMMUNITY IN PRAYER

ACTION BY WHO WHEN
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ENSURE EVERYONE KNOWS PLENARY IS HAPPENING! 

IMPORTANTLY, ENCOURAGE THEM TO MOVE FROM BEING A PLENARY CONSUMER TO 
A PLENARY PROMOTER 

• Subscribe to National Plenary website

• Attend a training session conducted by the Pastoral Planning Office, then offer your own for 
the community.

• Bulletin notices and homily points (over a series of weeks). See the diocesan or national 
website for example

• Use your Website and other communication channels.

• Inform the various ministries and groups (using letter and info sheet).

• Place the pull up banner in a prominent space; place little cards and tri–fold flyers close by.

• Distribute diocesan tri–fold flyers and encourage people to share with others. At Masses, 
place these in pews and hand out after Mass.

• Put up posters and outdoor banner.

• Play the plenary videos.

• Host an information session.

7 INFORM THE
 COMMUNITY

ACTION BY WHO WHEN
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USING SMALL GROUP BOOKLETS: 

1. Identify key reps in community – ministry group leaders/members and others who have a 
spirit of hospitality and friendliness. Open same process to school parents.

2. Explain the role of the small group booklets in a session.

3. Each of these people to find two to three others – family, friends (little cards may help invite).

4. Have a sign–up Sunday where others can join group.

5. Groups don’t all have to start at same time or go for same length.

6. Ensure the group leaders are supported.

7. If your parish is considering renewal or feedback, incorporate session 5 and ask Pastoral 
Planning Office for support.

8. Insert little sheet for Session 5 with your own Pathways.

9. Encourage people to bring journals and pens to sessions.

If using the national resource, it is recommended to follow the above steps as for the Small Group 
resource.

INVITING PEOPLE TO A LARGE GROUP SESSION

See below for how to conduct such a session

OUR PLENARY SESSIONS STRATEGY

8 OFFER PLENARY
 SESSIONS

INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS MAY PREFER TO DOWNLOAD THE LISTENING &  
DIALOGUE ENCOUNTER RESOURCE FROM THE NATIONAL PLENARY WEBSITE

ACTION BY WHO WHEN
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PLENARY IS NOT FOR THOSE JUST IN OUR COMMUNITY OR ORGANISATION, IT IS  
FOR EVERYONE. 

 How do we move out of our own circle and engage others in the plenary invitation?

 Firstly, we must move from being plenary consumers to plenary promoters. 

 Who is in our own circle of family members, friends, colleagues and other networks that we can  
 engage in the spirit of plenary? The little cards may be particularly useful to start a conversation.

HERE ARE SOME INITIATIVES YOU MAY TRY OR ADAPT

1. “Share a Cuppa & Your Thoughts” Session

    a. Slogan: We are Catholic. We are Listening. Share your advice on how we can  
     work with our local community better.
    b. Flyers: Share with family, friends, colleagues
    c. Facebook link: Share with family, friends, colleagues
      At the event, ensure there is hospitality, break into small groups, have trained  
      facilitators, and include a short introduction and video about the Plenary.  
      Record feedback on butcher paper, or on laptop (and project so that all can  
      see). Finish the evening with a thank you and possible follow up activities.
    d. The Pastoral Planning Office is able to provide support if required.

2. Town Hall/Library Forum

    a. Approach your local council and ask for a listening forum along the lines above.
    b. You may also consider library or other neutral location for a meeting.

3. Interfaith and/or ecumenical forum

   Gather with other local faith communities and invite their feedback

4. Promote to non–worshipping Catholics

   Sample ad for newspaper or school bulletin: Catholic? Don’t Come to Sunday Worship?  
  We want to hear from you

5. Parent Forums via schools 
  SRE catechists to include information in letter to students’ parents (Ensure you have  
  permission from the school principal or delegate before you do this)

6. Visit Aged Care Homes and Speak to Catholics who no longer attend Mass due to illness, etc.

7. Hold Forum to Workshop with Parishioners ways they can hold a session at home with family, 
or in their social circle

8. Piggy Back Existing Parish Events

  a. Sacramental preparation parents of younger children
  b. RCIA participants
  c. Baptism Parents
  d. Marriage Preparation Couples

9. Consider Newspaper Ad, Bulletin Board at Shopping Centre/Library, Online bulletin boards, 
online Facebook group for local area, banner outside church, letter box drops; radio

9 OUTREACH
 (STARTING IDEAS)



13PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 SUPPORT KIT VERSION 1.0

9 OUTREACH
 (STARTING IDEAS)

OUR OUTREACH STRATEGY

ACTION BY WHO WHEN
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10.1 SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS

• Our Diocese has developed the Plenary 2020 Small Group Booklet, a resource for individuals 
and small groups in parishes, schools, and other settings to engage with Plenary 2020.   
Download a copy of this resource from  parracatholic.org/haveyoursay

• These small group Listening and Dialogue Encounters are one of discernment and prayer, where 
participants gather to listen, share and contemplate the will of God.

• The 3–5 session process (each session taking approximately 60 to 90 minutes) invites participants to:

  »  Reflect on the plenary question individually; share their responses with group; decide  
    on topic; offer their experience and stories around this topic. 

  »  Pray, talk and listen to each other 

  »  Submit responses online via  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

• A new topic is discussed each time the group meets.

• Individuals and groups can make submissions from now to 6 March 2019.

• In an optional final session, participants are invited to engage with anything they want to offer 
for parish/diocese etc. See section 8.3.2 on how to submit your responses to the Diocese 

10.2 PARISH-WIDE GATHERING

• Parishes might like to gather as a whole, in addition to, or in place of, the small group sessions.

• The process described in the Small Group booklet can be adapted for use in the larger parish 
group, but it must be kept in mind that the process is one of trying to discern the will of God, 
which involves contemplation and pray, and should therefore not be rushed.

• After the Gathering

  »  Parish response to Plenary 2020 submitted on the Plenary 2020 portal

  »  Parish response to Diocese submitted to Diocesan Pastoral Planning Office  
    (if using Session 5)

• See the Organising a Parish Gathering Section of this resource for suggestions on how to do this

10.3 DEANERY FORUMS

• The Deanery Forums aim to bring together representatives from all the local gatherings in 
parishes and schools etc, to offer “gathered church” response.

• Two Deanery forums will be held in each of the five deaneries.

• Attendees will include

  » Parishes 

  » Schools

  » ethnic groups

  » other community groups within the diocese

• Other attendees will include

  » Dean and clergy from each parish in the deanery

  » Members from the Plenary 2020 Diocesan Team

  » Representative from the Curia

10 ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES
 IN MORE DETAIL
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11.1 PLENARY SUPPORT KIT: (THIS RESOURCE)

 A simple, practical kit for local representatives. This resource includes information on the process  
 used by the Diocese of Parramatta and suggestions on how to organise small group and parish  
 gatherings; information on the various resources that are available and suggestions on how to use  
 them, as well as strategies to engage with those with minimal connection to the church.

11.2 PLENARY 2020 INFORMATION SHEETS

 Plenary 2020 Information Sheets can be used at Parish Pastoral Council and other parish group  
 meetings to raise awareness of Plenary 2020, and to encourage participation.

11.3 BROCHURE

 Simple tri–fold brochure which provides information on how to engage with Plenary 2020.   
 Encourage parishioners/community members to take these flyers and pass them to family, friends  
 and workmates.

 There is space at the back of the flyer for the local representative/ coordinator to leave their contact  
 details.  It is best to have an idea if your parish, school or community group will be /are open to  
 hosting small group sessions.  If not, try to find out if parishes or other community groups will be  
 doing so, so that you can direct enquiries to them.

11.4 SMALL GROUP BOOKLET

 This “Lenten Programme” style resource is best used by groups of 3 to 8 people who make a  
 commitment to meet a number of times over several weeks.  The process used in this resource   
 also encourages participants to continue the spirit of engagement beyond plenary process.

 Starting at a place of prayer and discernment, the resource can also be used by individuals and its  
 contents adapted for use in larger settings.

11.5 LET’S CHAT CARDS

 Starting a conversation about the Church may not always be easy, and these palm-sized cards can  
 be used as to provide a sedge way.

11.6 PROMOTIONAL RESOURCES

 3 types of posters/banners are currently available:

• A2 sized posters which can be put up on notice boards in the church, school or other public 
places.

• An indoor pull-up banner (2000 x 850 mm) which can be setup at the back of the church or 
other place where people coming in and out can see it.

• An outdoor fence banner (2000 x 900 mm)

 Parishes will be supplied with one of each of the above for each of their church buildings. Please  
 contact the Pastoral Planning Office if you require additional promotional resources.

11.7 PLENARY 2020 SECTION OF THE DIOCESAN WEBSITE

 Other resources such as a video from Bishop Vincent, pulpit talk samples, bulletin notice inserts,  
 etc, will be made available in the Plenary 2020 section of the diocesan website 

11 RESOURCES
 AVAILABLE

  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/have-your-say
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13.1 PLANNING THE GATHERING

 13.1.1 WHERE SHOULD I HOLD THE GATHERING?

• When selecting a venue, try to make sure that it is easily accessible for everybody, and will fit 
everybody in comfortably. Don’t forget to check with the person responsible for the venue that 
it is free for you to use on the night of your gathering!

• The venue needs to be big enough for participants to break into groups for small group 
discussions

• A venue with a blank wall or other space where participants can place post-it notes would be 
helpful

 13.1.2  WHEN SHOULD I HOLD THE GATHERING?

• Ideally, your parish gathering should be held before the end of October in order for the  
 points raised here to be further discussed at the deanery level.

• The gathering needs to be held at a convenient time when as many people as possible  
 can attend, e.g. holding sessions in the middle of the day would preclude many who would be 
at work.

 13.1.3 WHO SHOULD I INVITE TO THE GATHERING?

• All the members of your local community should be invited

• Plenary 2020 is not only for the 10% of Catholics who gather at Mass regularly, and it is hoped 
that the net be cast as wide as possible. This means reaching out to Catholics who live with the 
parish boundaries even if they are not regular Mass–goers

• People who have had a connection with the parish e.g. married there, parents of children who 
received the Sacraments

• Family and friends of parishioners

• Those who work within the boundaries of the parish

 13.1.4 PREPARING PARTICIPANTS FOR THE GATHERING

• The purpose of the Listening phase of Plenary 2020 is to give voice to those who are not 
usually heard, and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking through them

• The process described in the Plenary 2020 Small Group Booklet can be adapted to form the 
agenda of this gathering.  However, as the process described here involves meeting several 
times over a number of weeks, it might be good to ask participants to reflect on the plenary 
questions and topics prior to the gathering

 13.1.5 WAYS TO ENGAGE THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

• See Advertising section below

12 CASUAL
 CONVERSATIONS
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13.2 THE GATHERING

 13.2.1 PARTICIPANTS

• Name tags

• Collect contact details (make sure you have privacy statement) of those who are willing to give 
you these

 13.2.2 FOOD
  You may like to consider asking people to bring along a plate, or else organise catering  
  of light refreshments in some other way (i.e. tea, coffee, cake or sandwiches – maybe even  
  pizza). People in your Parish might be happy to supply food – you can ask them personally  
  or by advertising in the Parish Bulletin.

 13.2.3 WHAT HAPPENS AT THE GATHERING?

• Welcome everyone

• Icebreaker activity

• Explain the purpose of the gathering which is a Listening and Dialogue Encounter  

 The Church genuinely wants to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking through the   
 people. The listening goes both ways. The sessions are not mean to be a Catholic Church   
 bashing session, but provides the opportunity for participants to share their stories as well as  
 to start/continue a genuine process of healing for those who have been hurt and the Church  
 as structure to address these issues.

• Explain the Plenary 2020 process, and how the gathering is only in the 1st part of the process.  
Assure participants that it is not a talk-fest but the group is not going to be able to change the 
structures and Church Law overnight.

•  Explain the Diocesan process which will start happening before the conclusion of the 3-year 
Plenary Council process

•  Lay the ground rules for the sharing session e.g.

  »  Be courteous

  »  Don’t interrupt other people when they are speaking

  »  Time limit

• Brainstorm to identify topics for discussion

• Break into groups of 4–6 to discuss the three questions from Plenary 2020 

  »  What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?

  »  What questions do you have about the future of the Church for the Plenary Council to  
    consider in 2020?

  » Do you have a story of your experience of faith, or of the Church you would like to share?

• Regroup with a representative from each small group to give a summary of the discussions

• Repeat this small group discussions until all the topics have been covered

• Ensure that good notes are taken of the evening
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 13.2.4  PHOTOS

• Make sure you take plenty of photos (Make an announcement to make sure everyone is okay 
with their photo being taken)

 13.2.5  ISSUES TO CONSIDER AT THE GATHERING

• It is important to have an experienced facilitator as there may be some attenders who are 
particularly vocal or emotional about specific topics.

• It is important to have someone with the ability to take good notes as the information will be 
used in other steps on the Plenary 2020 journey

• It is also important to have security as there may even be participants whose choose to attend 
purely to voice their anger with the Church., especially if the sessions are open to the public.

13.3 AFTER THE GATHERING

 13.3.1  FORWARDING THE INFORMATION TO THE PLENARY COUNCIL 2020  
   EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

• Attach the document above to the Plenary 2020 portal  

   
   
   
 13.3.2 FORWARDING THE INFORMATION TO THE DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA  
   PASTORAL PLANNING OFFICE

• The best way to capture information is in an MS-Word document, which will allow for the 
same information to be disseminated to various recipients and email the document to

  pastoralplanning@parracatholic.org

• You can also submit your responses via  surveymonkey.com/r/parra2018 or;

• Copy/detach the page in the booklet and returned to 

  Pastoral Planning Office  
  51–59 Allawah St,  
  Blacktown NSW 2148

• Feedback collected by the Pastoral Planning Office will be forwarded to the relevant Deanery/
Diocesan Pastoral Council 

• The Local Community Representatives who are also the Deanery Representatives can also 
present the information at the Deanery Forum

• The Pastoral Planning Office will collate this with responses from other Local Listening Sessions 
and Deanery Forums to be discussed at the Diocesan level

 13.3.3 USING THE INFORMATION AT A LOCAL LEVEL 

• Notes taken at gathering can provide valuable information to the Parish Pastoral Council in the 
development of your parish pastoral plan and ministry initiatives.

13 ORGANISING A
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14 FAQS – FREQUENTLY
 ASKED QUESTIONS

The FAQ sections of both our diocesan and the Plenary 2020 national website are regularly updated 
with responses to questions that we and they receive. 

DIOCESAN FAQS

PLENARY FAQS

  parracatholic.org/plenaryfaq

  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/frequently-asked-questions
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THE FOLLOWING PRAYER WAS WRITTEN PLENARY COUNCIL 2020

The PDF fi les can be found on  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/pray which you can print off  
copies for use at home, at school or in your offi  ce 

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020
PRAYER & SONG

  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/pray

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.

Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.

 O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia

 and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.

Give us the grace to see your face in one another

and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.

 Give us the courage to tell our stories

 and to speak boldly of your truth.

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other

and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.

 Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,

 that we may live the joy of the Gospel.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

bread for the journey from age to age.

Amen.

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.

St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

PlenaryCouncilPrayer
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There is also a Plenary 2020 song Listen which you can listen to and play at small group gatherings.  

Play it directly from http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/pray/ or download the .wav file to play offline.

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020
PRAYER & SONG

  plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

“Listen”
It is time to hear God speak once again

Through the Word and through each other anew
Of a Church that shines love’s light to the world

Of a Church that looks like Jesus

CHORUS

Let’s listen to what the Spirit is saying,
The voice that brings peace and sets hearts on fire.

It is time for love to shine like the dawn 
Through the Church to all that hunger for life 

Revealing Christ in all his glory and grace
Bringing joy and giving life

CHORUS

Let’s listen to what the Spirit is saying
The voice that brings peace and sets hearts on fire

FINAL CHORUS

Let’s listen to what the Spirit is saying 
The voice that brings peace and sets hearts on fire

Let’s fall to our knees, let us be praying 
and listen to what the Spirit is saying
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TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE CONTACT

RICHARD OR TANYA
 PASTORALPLANNING@PARRACATHOLIC.ORG

 (02) 8838 3460

 PARRACATHOLIC.ORG/HAVEYOURSAY


