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Message from the Bishop

Lent is an especially good time to 
examine our consciences about the way 
we relate to other people.

As peace–makers this Lent, I suggest a 
simple test for ourselves. 

I sometimes wonder what would happen  if 
we took stock, not only of our 'carbon 
footprint', but also our 'emotional footprint'?

That is the effect we have on others by 
our moods. 

So as a little Lenten exercise let's all ask 
ourselves these simple questions.

How often do I make the world around me 
revolve around me? Do I say loudly things 
that would be said better softly? 

Do I speak when silence would be more 
appropriate and more welcome? Do I 
take up so much emotional space that 
my family, friends and co-workers are 
overwhelmed?

This Lent, may we all resolve to leave 
a smaller 'emotional footprint' and to 
cultivate peace: peace in our homes, peace 
at work, peace in our Australian society 
and peace in our own hearts.

Thank you sincerely for all that you do as 
peace–makers, as you pass on the Good 
News of Christ's peace to others.

Yours in the Peace of Christ
Bishop Vincent
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Dear fRIENDS

The week that 
changed the world 

continues to 
change our lives



Australia’s religion and spirituality

Religion is an important marker of our changing cultural landscape. The proportion of Australians identifying with a spiritual or 
religious belief is declining, however, most Australians still identify with a religion or spiritual belief. Christianity remains the largest 
religion although religious diversity is increasing. 

Faith and belief continue to be an integral part of Australian society and Special Religious Education (SRE) provides an important 
opportunity to integrate religious education into the Australian educational system. 
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Special Religious Education and its 
value to contemporary society

SRE is an important part of the rich tapestry of contemporary Australian society
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Greetings Catechists
I trust that 2019 has 
begun well and that 
you are settled in your 

schools. A special welcome to new 
SREs who have responded to the 
invitation at Sunday Mass or to a 
friend’s’ tap on the shoulder’. Great 
to have you all in this ministry.

When I read Pope Francis’ prayer 
intention for March: Recognition of 
the Right of Christian Communities, I 
reflected on the many countries where 
there is little or no freedom of religion 
and how in many places, people are 
persecuted for their faith. 

Catholics here in Australia may be 
experiencing some of this pressure and 
uneasiness since Cardinal Pell’s verdict 
was announced. It is in this climate that 
catechists continue to be the face of 
Christ’s mission in public schools and 
this is a privilege we will protect. 

Bishop Vincent often acknowledges 
the inspirational work of Catholic 
women in the church, and this was 
featured in his address to SREs 
attending the Reflection Day at Mamre 
House 6 December 2018. 

He expressed his gratitude to all SREs 
for their commitment to imparting 
their faith and knowledge to the 
young and proposed that women, 
who do so much of the evangelisation 
in the Catholic Church, should be 
acknowledged with more leadership 
roles in the church.

These are heartening and challenging 
words in the current context of our local 
Australian Church. We continue to pray 
that the Holy Spirit will guide us through 
these troubled waters believing that 
whilst there is turmoil, pain, uncertainty 
and fear we can continue to discern 
what God is asking of us here in our 
parishes, schools and families.

For me the year started with a bang 
when we realised that the question 
regarding SRE, was removed from the 
school enrolment form. 

This means that some schools decided 
to send out separate letters to all 
families (not just new enrolments) 

informing them of SRE options. 
Another challenge is dealing with 
schools that ask SREs for WWCC 
numbers and/ or 100 points of 
identification. The Department of 
Education Policy is very clear that this 
is not a requirement of SRE volunteers 
– so if schools ask this of you please 
contact your parish coordinator. 

Contrary to what you might read in 
newspapers, SRE is very strong in 
NSW and ‘84% parents are satisfied/
mostly satisfied with their student’s 
learning experiences in SRE.’ SRE 
teachers are trained and follow the 
approved curriculum. 

If you look across to the infographic 
on page 3–4 you can see a 
summary of recent research, Special 
Religious Education and its Value to 
Contemporary Society by Professors 
Zehavit Gross and Suzanne D Rutland. 

The study outlines the benefits of SRE 
to the students – values education, a 
strengthening of multicultural fabric 
and opportunities for the young to 
explore safely deeper questions of 
faith and belief. This research paper 
has been sent to all principals and 
available for you too, please ask your 
parish coordinator if you do not have 
one yet.

At your first term parish meeting in 
2019 you would have been advised of 
the importance of always improving 
the quality of SRE teaching. Many 
catechists already review their lessons 
each week commenting on what went 
well and how they would/could offer 
the lesson in a more meaningful way. 

All SREs are now required to do this 
more formally by using a Self Reflection 
form and to ask for student feedback 
in the lesson. Melissa has explained 
this further in this newsletter. 

I hope you will continue to welcome 
your Regional coordinators when they 
visit you in your SRE lesson again this 
year, to observe part of a class and 
offer some encouragement.

An important focus of our teaching 
is to consider the mental, emotional, 
social and spiritual maturity of the 
children in our classes rather than 

just numerical age so that lessons are 
always taught with sensitivity and in 
an age appropriate way. 

It is always good to celebrate 
achievements of SRE teachers and 
this is done at annual commissioning, 
regional and diocesan Masses. 

Every two years the NSW Parliament 
hosts a celebration at which nominated 
SRE teachers of different faiths 
are awarded certificates for their 
commitment to SRE. Last November five 
SREs from the Diocese of Parramatta 
received awards acknowledging their 
outstanding application, creativity and 
service to SRE.

Congratulations to Bob McNally, parish 
coordinator of Seven Hills Parish 
and Anne Mc Nally, Irene Galea of 
Richmond Parish, Antoinette Mifsud 
parish coordinator of Kingswood Parish 
and secondary SRE teacher in the 
Hawkesbury Region, and Connie Cassar 
long term SRE teacher and Regional 
Coordinator in Blacktown Region. 

Training sessions are well underway 
at Levels 1, 2 & 3 and it is great to 
see many SREs taking advantage 
of opportunities to improve their 
knowledge and skills beyond the 
mandatory Level 1. 

Please register with Maree Collis for 
training. Attendees often comment that 
it was very much worth the time and 
so much was gained for their personal 
faith as well as skills for the classroom.

Finally, I want to remind you of the 
importance of renewing your WWCC 
numbers before they expire. We 
cannot be in parish work including 
schools, without verified WWCC 
clearance. There is more information 
in this newsletter. 

With these words of gratitude and 
encouragement for the journey I want 
to wish you a meaningful lent season 
and blessings for Easter too.

Cecilia Zammit
DIRECTOR
CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, 
DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA

MESSage from the director
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Students need to be provided 
with the opportunity to reflect 
on their values and beliefs, and 
situations where their own 
values might conflict.

SRE facilitators need to be trained in the best practice approaches to religious education. The following pedagogic concepts are key 
to providing best SRE practice in the future

An effective values education 
that empowers student decision 
making, fosters student action and 
assigns real student responsibility

Important psychological 
benefits to students’ mental   
health and wellbeing

Strengthening the   
multicultural fabric of 
Australian schools

Creating safe places for 
students to explore deeper 
questions of faith and belief

Special Religious Education and its 
value to contemporary society

SRE provides key benefits including:

Bringing the system into the 21st century

Socialisation Constructivist teaching approach

Experiential learning Reflective teaching and learning

www.website.com

Visualisation by McCrindle.
www.betterbalancedfutures.org.au

www.mccrindle.com.au

Belief in a higher spiritual 
being, public and private 
prayer, meditation

Concepts of giving and 
generosity to others 

Expressing gratitude 

Values education

Studies link positive health and wellbeing outcomes with:

“Consistent with prior literature, our results suggest 
associations of frequent religious participation in 
adolescence with greater subsequent psychological 
well-being, character strengths, and lower risks of 
mental illness and several health behaviours.”

Chan and VanderWeele, Harvard University, 
American Journal of Epidemiology, September 2018

Based on academic research conducted 
by Zehavit Gross and Suzanne D. Rutland
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Going back some years we can all 
remember being urged to give up 
something during Lent as an act 
of penance and self-denial. Isn’t 
that a great term, ‘self-denial’? 
And how that must have been 
misinterpreted to give rise to all 
kinds of psychological syndromes 
and poor self-image!

I think there is more value in taking 
up something for Lent that is positive 
in such a way that we get outside 
ourselves and make a contribution to 
the life and wellbeing of someone else. 

Most of us will already be ‘towel and 
basin’ people, imitating Jesus washing 
his disciples’ feet and being of service 
to others without drama or fanfare. 

The very part you play in Special 
RE is a major act of service in itself. 
However, I’m talking about taking up 
one or two little things that have a big 
impact on others.  

One drum I like to beat is the 
Encouragement drum. The greatest 
shot in the arm we can give to another 
is encouragement. It can be a word, a 
smile, a pat on the back, a phone call, 
an email or text message, but it lets 
someone know we appreciate and 
support them. 

St. Therese of Lisieux wrote, ‘One word 
or a pleasing smile is often enough to 

Each year I give my scripture class 
2 projects to do – one for Easter 
and the other for Christmas and 
then they are put in our tiny church 
in the Megalong Valley for all who 
attend the Church to see

I do not help them in any way.  They 
choose exactly what they want to do 
and how they will do it – I just see the 
finished product.  Last year at Easter I 
felt they really surpassed themselves 
as they focused on the Last Supper.  

It was quite an undertaking as they 
had Jesus with all his disciples who 
had their names on their backs, sitting 

Don’t Give up Something; Take up Something for Lent

SRE in the Megalong Valley

raise up a saddened and wounded 
soul.’ It’s not the act so much as the 
message it conveys. American pioneer 
in early childhood education, Elizabeth 
Harrison, said, ‘Those who are lifting 
the world upward and onward are those 
who encourage more than criticise.’ 

One form of encouragement that 
is being neglected in our world of 
sophisticated technology is sincerely 
listening to each other. 

The best compliment we can pay 
someone is to genuinely listen to what 
they have to say. Educational author 
Robert J. Martin wrote, ‘Taking an 
interest in what others are thinking and 
doing is often a much more powerful 
form of encouragement than praise.’ 

This Lent, let’s devise some way of 
encouraging somebody every day. 
When we hit the pillow at night just 
ask, ‘Did I encourage someone today?’ 

If not, then tomorrow is another 
opportunity. This fits perfectly with 
Jesus’ encouraging words, ‘love one 
another.’

‘To bring joy to one heart with love 
is better than a thousand litanies.’ 
– Sufi saying

at a round table. They worked on this 
project for the last ten minutes of 
some of the lessons during Lent and 
some students even did some work 
on it during their lunch period.  I am 
so proud of them and I love teaching 
them.

Everyone coming into the Church 
on Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
commented on the work they had 
put into it. 

Dr Laurie Woods
PRESENTER OF LEVEL 3 
GOSPEL STUDY

Norma Carlon
Image:  A Last Supper Creation from Norma’s 
 students at Megalong Valley Primary
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HAWKESBURY
“I believe that you will be able to relate to what I am 
about to say because you are here at Mass and your 
faith is obviously very important to you. Just imagine 
for a minute, a young child close to you. 

Imagine that he or she grew up never knowing about 
God. Imagine if this child didn’t know that he is unique 
and special, and that God knew him before he was born.  
Imagine if he didn’t know that God always loves him and 
is always there to listen. Imagine if he didn’t know that he 
has a guardian angel. 

Imagine if he didn’t know to call on God when he is being 
bullied, or when he has to make a difficult decision. Imagine 
if he doesn’t know to talk to God and to seek God’s comfort 
when someone close to him is very ill or dying. The role of 
the SRE is to help children become aware of God in their 
lives – God is in us and with us always.”

This is how one of the Hawkesbury Region SREs sees 
their role in the classroom - nurturing and encouraging 
the students to encounter God in all aspects of their lives. 

Like most regions the end of year Christmas assemblies 
are opportunities to celebrate this great love that we have 
received in the person of Jesus, and continue to receive each 
day of our lives when we are present to it. What a great gift 
to give to each other! As I attended these assemblies last 
year I was reminded of this aspect of our faith life. 

The story of Christmas and the story of Easter told every 
year, remind us to pass onto the next generation this gift of 
love which we profess, and which is open to all. Let’s enliven 
all our students this year with this message of love for all.  

Wishing all a blessed year in SRE.  

BLACKTOWN
PASSING ON THE GIFT OF FAITH 

Welcome to SRE in 2019! How wonderful to hear 
student SREs, during their SRE training say, that they 
have been inspired and encouraged by their family to 
become a Catechist; some following in the footsteps 
of their Catechist mother, aunt and/or grandmother. 
(See photos below) 

Many SREs say ‘having this opportunity to teach the 
Catholic faith has enriched my own faith.’Blacktown Region 
is blessed to have approximately 200 Catechists teaching 
in 30 state schools; many teaching more than one SRE 
class. There are 4 secondary Catholic schools involved in 
this SRE ministry: Patrician Brothers' and Nagle College in 
Blacktown, St Agnes’ Rooty Hill & St Clare at Hassall Grove. 

Patrician Brothers' & Nagle College student SREs teach 
all classes K–6 at Blacktown South Public School and this 
is a tremendous help to the Blacktown parish which has 5 
primary state schools and 2 state high schools. It’s amazing 
to see at school visits the student SREs teach their faith 
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with so much and passion and commitment. The primary 
children look forward to seeing the senior students each 
week with their faces beaming. They are role models for 
the children – someone they can look up to. Witnessing is 
always going to be an important part of how the faith is 
imparted to others. 

God’s love, forgiveness and faithfulness is real and as 
parents we tell our children about how present God is and 
how much God is part of everyday events. As Catechists we 
are passing on the gift of faith, sharing and imparting this 
to our young students. We focus on presenting important 
biblical teachings that the children can use throughout 
their lives. 

Examples such as the many stories of Jesus, the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan and the Ten Commandments – lessons 
for all of us. Our mission is for the children to know that God 
is there as a friend and helper and know how to embrace 
God’s love and how God wants us to love and care for 
others. Our student and adult SREs in Blacktown are truly 
dedicated to this! Wishing you many blessings in 2019! 

BLUE MOUNTAINS 
We have had a solid start to the 2019 SRE year with 
no significant changes in numbers of students or SRE 
teachers beyond the typical minor fluctuations. 

Most of our dedicated catechists have returned to the 
ministry and it’s great to see everyone back – you show 
such care and dedication to your students, to lesson planning 
and delivery. Thank you. 

Last year five of our Mountains catechists completed their 
Level 2 training at Emu Plains with another four who are 
almost complete. Well done to these catechists! Certificates 
of completion will be awarded at this year’s Regional Mass. 
A number of other catechists have expressed interest in 
attending a Level 2 in the Upper Mountains, so we’ll keep an 
eye on those numbers and run one if there is enough interest.

Ethics is strong in many of the Mountains schools and this 
impacted our numbers of Catholic SRE enrolments, but 
we continue to do what we can to ensure parents have 
access to information about our SRE program to make an 
informed choice. We catechists also need to refresh our 
training from time to time to ensure our skills are current 
and we are giving our students the best possible experience 
of effective teaching combined with a warm role model of 
faith. Sharing ideas and networking is also an invaluable 
part of the training experience. 

One of our long serving catechists at Lawson, Gladys 
Hitchens has completed the online training module as 
this was the best option for her busy work schedule. She 
reported good feedback from having undertaken the online 
course. Well done Gladys! We will continue to offer online 
training as an option for those with busy schedules which 
prevent face to face course attendance. Although it should 
be noted that the online course counts towards only around 
half of the required modules to complete Level 1.

Catechists continue to teach SRE in 2 State high schools. At 
the same time the involvement of selected, trained senior 
students from both McCarthy and St Columba’s Catholic 
Colleges in our SRE ministry in nearby public primary 
schools is valued. A big congratulations to these long–time 
catechists who were recognised at last year’s CCD Mass: 
Barbara Ryan, Emu Plains (25 years) and Anne Ledger, 
Emu Plains (35 years). What a remarkable achievement! 

Finally, a big shout out to our dedicated Parish Coordinators: 
Claire and Noeleen (Blackheath), Mary (Katoomba), Tony 
(Lawson), Wilhelmina (Springwood), Beth and Georgina 
(Glenbrook) and Michelle (Emu Plains). 

We are blessed to have you and we thank you for all you 
do in making faith education happen for our State school 
children.

Melissa McDonald
BLUE MOUNTAINS REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

Carol Vella
HAWKESBURY REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

Stella Nwosu a Catechist at Blacktown parish 
& daughter Stephanie SRE Student  – Nagle College

Connie Cassar
BLACKTOWN REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

Craft workshop at Lawson Parish

Therese, a midwife, gives professional 
baby wrapping tips for our Christmas craft!

Ruth Lee a Catechist at Blacktown parish 
& grandson Miguel SRE Student  – Patrician Brothers'

Fr Ruben addressing Riverbank Public Christmas Assembly 2018
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PARRAMATTA
Welcome to the start of a new school year. Although 
2019 is well underway I would like to pause to reflect 
on one of the most exciting times in Parramatta’s CCD 
calendar – Christmas; which was the time we gathered 
and reflected on the past year as SRE teachers in our 
primary and high schools.

A feature of our Advent/Christmas lessons is often 
a combined Christian faith assembly in the primary schools. 
These were held at Ringrose Public School, Metella Road 
Public School, Merrylands Public School and Windermere 
Public School. 

The students and their teachers had the opportunity to 
reflect on the Christmas season and the significance of the 
Christ child coming into our world. Last year too, Merrylands 
parish hosted an end of year lunch for the SREs in the 
Parramatta Region – always great to catch up and celebrate 
friendships and achievements. Thanks Sonia for hosting 
this lunch!

As schools started back in 2019, it became obvious that 
enrolment processes had changed but most primary and 
secondary schools had their class lists ready for the SREs 
returning to their classrooms. Very soon we will be preparing 
lessons for the upcoming season of Lent and Easter. 

We are very excited to have again the students from OLMC 
(Parramatta), Delaney College (Granville) and St Pauls 
(Greystanes) join us again this year. These students give 
witness to the young students in their classes and deliver 
God’s message.

On March 1 the Parramatta Regional Mass was celebrated 
with Father Bob Bossini, Dean of Parramatta and Father Paul 
Marshall, Dean of Holroyd in the chapel of the Parramatta 
Cathedral. More than 50 people were in attendance, 

including parish coordinators and SREs from the Parramatta 
Region. A large number of SREs received certificates for 
their completion of Level 1 and Level 2 courses last year 
and for 5 and 10 years of service. We also celebrated Father 
Bob’s birthday with him on the day.

I commend each of you to attend your parish meetings 
each term where there is formation and information and 
where I hope to meet and encourage you on your mission 
– sharing the hope and faith in God’s ever present love, to 
all those you meet.

HILLS REGION
SRE in the Hills Region in 2019 is up and running. Across 
the region we have been blessed with a number of 
new volunteers – a very special welcome to you all.  
An enormous welcome to all the returning SREs too!

We are eternally grateful to our band of dedicated Parish 
Co-ordinators who do an amazing job of attending to 
classes, SREs and school requirements. Your time, energy 
and enthusiasm all contribute to the effective running of 
the ministry. This in turn makes a difference to the faith 
journeys of the students in our state schools. 

We are very grateful to Alice So who co-ordinated SRE at 
the Parish of Baulkham Hills for the last 12 months and wish 
her and her family every blessing at their new address. We 
welcome Mr Chris Worthington into the co-ordinating role.

We are fortunate to the way catholic secondary students 
from Marian College (Kenthurst), Gilroy College (Baulkham 
Hills) and St Patrick’s Marist (Dundas) have committed 
themselves to sharing God’s Word with the children in local 
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state schools whilst at the same time growing their own 
personal faith. We are well supported by our Parish Priests, 
who promote the SRE ministry at both recruiting and 
commissioning weekend Masses. Commissioning Masses in 
particular, provide an opportunity for SREs to be blessed in 
their mission, as well as highlighting this ministry to others 
in the parish community. 

A Hills Region parish co–ordinator was very surprised 
and grateful when after a recent Commissioning Mass, 
a parishioner spoke to her and handed her an envelope 
with a significant donation towards teaching resources 
for parish SRE (This was a parent whose children were in 
the local state school and greatly valued the work done 
by the parish SREs).

We thank all the SREs who have offered their time and 
talent to teach at the two new schools in their parishes 
– Bella Vista Public School (Baulkham Hills Parish) and 
Kellyville North School (Rouse Hill parish). The Hills Regional 
Mass will be held on 28th May, 7.30pm at Christ the King 
Parish, North Rocks. SREs will be recognised for 5 and 10 
years of Service. Certificates will also be presented for the 
completion of the Level 1 and Level 2 accreditation courses. 
All are welcome to this Mass.

We are grateful to the following SREs who are moving on 
from the ministry after many years of dedicated service:

• DUNDAS VALLEY – Jan Horack (25 Years)

• PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS – Evelin Guirguis 
(11  Years), Barbara Arnold (10 years)

• KENTHURST – June Brennen (24 years), Pat Duncan 
(24 years), Peter Balnaves (18 years) – an amazing 66 
years of service between June, Pat and Peter.

NEPEAN
One of my favourite traditions in the Nepean Region 
is the celebration of the Annual Regional Mass which 
was held on February 12th. SREs from Cranebook, 
Glenmore Park, Penrith, Luddenham, Kingswood, Mt 
Druitt and St Clair including a volunteer SRE, Ebony 
who is at ACU and teaching at Holy Family parish Mt 
Druitt public schools.

In his homily, Fr Giovani chose to use the gospel reading 
from the previous Sunday, suggesting that in a way we are 
‘catching’ the children we teach in our lessons each week 
and we often leave a lot behind to fulfill our responsibility 
to SRE. 

Nepean Region is pleased to be hosting Level 1 training at 
St Marys Parish Hall this term and around 28 SREs have 
taken the opportunity to become accredited in Classroom 
Management, Lesson Preparation and Child Protection as 
well as Understanding the Learner and the Bible.
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Wendy Hord
& Helen Zammit
HILLS REGIONAL CO–ORDINATORS

Fiona Clarke
PARRAMATTA REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

Helen Khoury (Toongabbie Parish) & Mona Kaltoum (Parramatta Parish)
receive their 5 years of service as an SRE. 

Pictured with Fiona Clarke, Fr Paul Marshall, Fr Bob Bossini & Cecilia Zammit

SREs gather after the Regional Mass
Parish Coordinators at PC & Teams Day in February

Glenmore Park SREs at Regional Mass

Holy Family Mt Druitt SREs
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On Thursday March 7 we farewelled Judith Field at her 
funeral at St Nicholas of Myra in Penrith. Judith served as 
an SRE for many years and will be remembered for her 
dedication to the children in public schools. 

We welcome the return of Loyola, Wollemi and Montgrove 
College students as assistant SREs in local schools. SRE is 
all about the weekly religious education lessons in public 
schools across New South Wales. 

We recognise the importance of continually 
improving our SRE teaching practises. 

Some of the ways we do this are well established and 
we have been doing this for many years including:

• SRE Training courses 

• Level 1 (32 hours)
• Level 2 (32 hours)
• Level 3 (36 hours)

• Orientation sessions for all new SREs to give 
the SRE teacher, an understanding of the 
commitments and expectations of the role and 
to help determine their suitability for this ministry.

• Compulsory annual refresher training in 
Code of Conduct, Child Protection and 
Classroom Management

• Training in use of SMART technologies for 
those SREs who wish to use this interactive 
classroom tool

• Lessons observations – where a Regional 
Coordinator observes and provides feedback 
on an SREs lesson.

Some classroom practises that we are seeking to 
implement more fully going forward:

• Self–reflection – this is often done informally 
by SREs but we will encourage our SREs to 
make this more of a conscious process through 
the use of the Self–evaluation tool which we 
encourage all SREs  to do on their lessons at 
least once a term and more frequently if they 
desire. (See the example over page)

• Student feedback – SREs are encouraged to 
informally gain feedback from our students by 
asking simple questions at the end of a lesson 
such as: 

• What is one new thing you learnt today?
• Did you hear or learn a new word today?
• What will you remember from today’s class? 

(linking it to the ‘To remember’ sentence in 
Activity books)

OUR CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT PRACTISES

regional roundup

Every blessing to you this year in your Nepean Region 
schools. I encourage you invite others to join you in this 
important mission of God.

Melissa McDonald
BLUE MOUNTAINS 
REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

SRE SELF REFLECTION EXAMPLE‘Reflective teachers are effective teachers’ 
To continue to improve the SRE experience for our students the following are suggested areas of reflection. 

Remember no lesson is perfect and we can learn something from each one. 

YEAR: 3 LESSON NO & TITLE: 6: Prayer 
CONTENT– Was content kept within the authorised curriculum & child appropriate ?         yes 
• If any concerns please comment 
 

 
 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT – How engaging & interesting was the lesson for the students?             
Example techniques: Visuals, flashcards, music, craft, drama, small group tasks, games, 3D biblical characters, big 
books, quizzes, Smartboard curriculum resource. 
• What techniques worked well and what could 

be done differently to be more effective? 
• How effective were your questioning 

techniques (eg. open, closed, deeper thinking, 
reflection)? What would you do differently? 

• Did students ask questions? Were they given an 
opportunity?  
 

Visuals of Jesus and other people praying worked well. Got 
their interest and a good discussion followed on what 
prayers they know and different ways of praying. 
 
Allow more thinking time after asking a question. 
 Some good questions asked by students: eg, if Jesus was 
God why did he pray? 

PRAYER - Opportunities to encounter Jesus through prayer 
Example prayer techniques:  Formal prayers, informal prayers, personal student petitions, intercessions, a prayer 
place focus.                                                                                        
• What prayer techniques worked well? What 

didn’t? 
• What other techniques/ideas could be tried? 
 

 Most were engaged in the formal prayer and it worked 
well to give them an opportunity to pray for someone in 
their lives. 

TIME MANAGEMENT & USE OF LESSON STAGES  
K-Year 2 Lesson Stages:  Telling the Story, I wonder, Proclaiming the Word, Response 
Year 3-6 Lesson Stages: Orientation, Development & Synthesis 
• Was enough time allowed for each lesson stage 

including giving students enough time to 
respond individually to lesson content? 
 

This week I really kept an eye on the time to ensure the 
students had enough time for their activity book work 

POSITIVE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT  
Example strategies: warm presence, praise and encouragement, awards, stickers, knowing your students, using 
names, attention grabbers, pacing of lesson, engaging activities and varying tasks, use of your physical presence in 
the classroom ie. ‘working the room’, assistance from classroom teacher 
• What strategies worked well in establishing a 

positive environment? And which did not?  
• What could be done differently? 
• Are there particular behavioural issues that 

require further support from the school? 
 

Jack can be tricky but responded well to encouragement 
today after I gave him the job of handing out pencil tins 

LEARNING OUTCOMES – Were learning outcomes for this lesson met?                    
• How were learning outcomes for this lesson 

met? If not met, please comment. 
• Is there any content that should be covered 

next time? 
 

Yes we talked about their current prayer habits and how 
prayer brings us closer to God. Linking it to the season of 
Lent.  
 

ANY OTHER COMMENTS 
A good lesson – kids were actively involved and participating. Helps that I have done this one a few times now. 
 
 

Date    5 /   3    /   19   . 

Carmel Fenton
NEPEAN REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR










































































SRE students work from a year 6 class in St Clair Parish, 
fi rst lesson for 2019 – shows the links students can make between 

SRE and all the other parts of their faith / churchCranebrook SREs
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Connie’s craft corner
In preparation for your Easter & Pentecost SRE 
lessons here are two activities suitable for infants 
and primary students. The Easter – Resurrection 
Eggs is a colourful and very meaningful activity 
which can be adapted. 

The first year I did this activity, with Yr 3 students I 
remember their amazement when we opened the last 
egg and saw that it was empty.  It had such an impacted.  
This activity is inexpensive and easy to make, a resource 
that can be used over again. The Pentecost – Dove + 
Flame can be used in many different ways, also engaging 
and very interactive, great for the students to take home.

To obtain instructions and PDF templates of these 
activities go to the CCD website: � parracatholic.org/
ccd-craft

Remember to allocate time in your lesson plan for these 
activities having all materials pre–cut before going into 
the classroom.

Enjoy!

Connie
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF WEBSITE USED:

� www.strandz.org.nz/pentecost.html
� mommysavers.com/easter-activity-resurrection-eggs

By Susie Chadwick (adapted)

Resurrection Eggs is a simple, inexpensive activity for teaching children of all ages about the Resurrection. 12 plastic 
eggs each contain a symbol of the events leading up to the Resurrection of Jesus, as well as a short description and 
a scripture reference. Pick up a dozen plastic Easter eggs at the dollar store and make a set of Resurrection Eggs to 
teach Students about the resurrection.

INSTRUCTIONS
1. On 12 slips of paper, write each description and scripture 

reference, if using

2. Label the plastic eggs 1–12

3. Put each paper in the appropriate egg with the 
coordinating symbol. 

4. Instructions for each egg from CCD website

SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES

MATERIALS NEEDED
• empty egg carton

• 12 plastic Easter eggs 

• number stickers or 
permanent marker 

• symbolic items

Here are some dove and template flags for you to use in your Pentecost activities - as prayers, parts of banners, 
or crafts. Dove Flame Template - where the dove can be rotated 90 degrees to be come a flame. 

DOVE & FLAME PRAYERS
The full details for this resource are available online at  � parracatholic.org/ccd-craft SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES

"AND YOUR CHILDREN 
WILL BE TAUGHT BY THE 
LORD, AND THEY SHALL 

PROSPER GREATLY."
ISAIAH 54:13

Your gift today will help teach 
more children Jesus’ message of 

“Love one another as I have loved you.”

� yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/teachingkidsfaith

Easter Activity: Resurrection Eggs (Adapted)
The full details for this resource are available online at  � parracatholic.org/ccd-craft

SAVE THE DATE & resources

CCD Annual Mass & Awards
Friday 13th September – 11am
St Andrew the Apostle Parish 

Breakfast Road, Marayong

SRE VISUAL REPORT
Available online at

� parracatholic.org/ccd

SRE Reflection Days
June 21st   

Professional Development 
with Maureen Hemmings from ACU

Venue TBC

November 11th
‘Justice and the Eucharist’ 

with Sr Susan Connolly 

at Mamre House, St Marys
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Level 1

IMF, Cnr Marian St & Flushcombe Rd, Blacktown
Wednesday Evenings – 7pm to 9:15pm

13, 20 & 27 March
3 & 10 April
1, 8, 15 & 22 May

5, 12, 19 & 26 June
3 July
21 August

Fr Kenneth Byrne Centre, Breakfast Rd Marayong
Mondays – 9:30am to 2:30pm

2, 9, 16 & 23 September
14, 21 & 28 Oct
25 Nov

Level 2

St Paul's Parish Hall, Buckleys Rd Winston Hills
Mondays – 9:30am to 2:30pm

6, 13, 20 & 27 May
3, 17 & 24 June
12 August 

Parish of Richmond Meeting Room, Bourke St, Richmond
Fridays – 9:30am to 2:30pm

26 July
2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 August
6 Sept
1 Nov

Level 3

IMF, Cnr Marian St & Flushcombe Rd, Blacktown
Fridays – 10am to 2pm

PART A
A study of St Luke’s Gospel – Dr Laurie Woods 
15, 22 & 29 March; 5 & 12 April 

PART B
Journey of Faith – Cecilia Zammit
3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 May

14 Catechist News

Minister for Education, Mr Rob Stokes as well as Shadow Minister for Education, Mr Jihad Dib each conveyed their 
congratulations to all of the awardees, nominees and all that have contributed in any way to Special Religious Education 
here in New South Wales. 

They commented on the bipartisan support and the reception of world class research relating to Special Religious 
Education: Study of Special Religious Education and its Value to Contemporary Society as unprecedented. 

Both ministers expressed their appreciation for the work being done that makes a positive impact in the lives and future 
of children in our state. Diocese of Parramatta are proud to have had 5 SREs receive awards.  Bod & Anne McNally, Connie 
Cassar, Antoinette Mifsud & Irene Galea.

Biannual SRE Celebration at 
NSW Parliament House November 22, 2018 Training Courses this Year 

All course bookings: Maree Collis � 8838 3486 or email � maree.collis@parracatholic.org

This year the Training Courses have been updated to include:

1. Level 1: Senses of Scripture – week 1 

2. Level 2: Understanding Students with Additional Needs – week 2

3. Level 3: A day with Sr Valda Dickenson on Laudati Si Papal document – 24th May

These sessions are open to all. Please enquire exact dates and register with Maree on � 8838 3485

All award recipients at Parliament SRE Celebration with the Ministers

Shadow Minister for Education, Mr Jihad Dib Minister for Education, Mr Rob Stokes 

The Strangers Dining Room, Parliament House, 
full to capacity for the SRE Celebration

Bob & Anne McNally, Connie Cassar, Antoinette Mifsud 
& Irene Galea after receiving their awards



Catechist News   |  VOL. 3 ISSUE 1, APRIL 2019

Catechist News Level 1, 10 Victoria Rd Parramatta NSW 2150
www.parracatholic.org/ccd-home

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine

Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine

CCD CONTACTS

CCD DIRECTOR Cecilia Zammit 02 8838 3486 cecilia.zammit@parracatholic.org

CCD OFFICE MANAGER Maree Collis 02 8838 3486 maree.collis@parracatholic.org

REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS

BLACKTOWN Connie Cassar 0410 346 484 ccassar.ccdparra@hotmail.com

HAWKESBURY Carol Vella 0422 429 043 carolvellaccdparramatta@gmail.com

HILLS
Wendy Hord 02 9674 4931 whordccdparra@gmail.com

Helen Zammit 0401 183 268 helen@zammit.net

MOUNTAINS Melissa McDonald 0408 693 042 melissajmc@bigpond.com

NEPEAN Carmel Fenton 0402 222 143 carwltn@bigpond.net.au

PARRAMATTA Fiona Clarke 0404 895 539 fionaclarke@aapt.net.au

Working with Children Check Renewals in 2019! 
Did you know that the NSW Working 
with Children Check (WWCC) lasts 
for 5 years, so renewals began 
in 2018 for those who first applied 
in 2013? 

A Working with Children number is 
like a driver’s licence – the number 
stays with you and is renewed 
before it expires. Do not reapply - 
you simply renew, and your WWCC 
will remain valid for another 5 years.

HOW DO I RENEW?
If your contact details are up to date, 
you will receive notification when it is 
time to renew your WWCC number. 

If you are unsure whether or not your 
contact details are up to date at the 
Office of the Children’s Guardian, 
please check your details by following 
the ’Update my details’ tab at the 
following link: 

� www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.
au/child-safe-organisations/
working-with-children-check/
when-to-renew

If you have lost your WWCC number, 
you can retrieve it at the following 
link: 

� wwccheck.ccyp.nsw.gov.au/
Applicants/Retrieve
Once you have renewed, your number 
and new expiry date will be emailed 

Please note that it is 
an offence to work with 
children without a valid 
verified WWCC number.

to you (don’t forget to check your 
Junk folder if it doesn’t arrive in your 
Inbox). 

For those who do not use email, you 
can call the Office of the Children’s 
Guardian on � (02) 9286 7219.

NB:  When you receive your renewed 
 WWCC it must then be verified 
 through the Office for Safeguarding 
 via your parish.

The CCD Team




