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As we come to the end of 2019, 
the end of a decade, it is helpful 
to look back at key events, 
achievements and changes in 
our nation, and in our ministry as 
catechists in public schools.

LOOKING BACK
As a nation there have been: 
major developments in social media, 
5 prime ministers in 10 years, the 
advent of digital TV, 4 million people 
displaced during the Syrian War 
and the transfer of asylum seekers 
to Manus Island. Australia reached a 
population of 25 million. 

Pope Francis was elected in 2013, 
Bishop Vincent took up his post in 
Parramatta in 2016 and the Royal 
Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual abuse 
was held. 

In 2018 the Plenary Council was 
commenced to prayerfully consider 
what the Spirit is asking of us in the 
Church in Australia.

SRE AT HOME 
Closer to home in the area of Special 
Religious Education (SRE): 

• The numbers of catechists 
have remained steady and even 
though many new schools have 
been built these past 10 years, 
classes have been covered, 
thanks to SREs teaching 
several classes.

• It has been inspiring to see 
an increase in volunteers 
undergoing training at each level 
and this has resulted in creative 
SRE lessons that engage 
students in deep learning.  

• Sessions on Ways of Praying, 
Teaching students with Additional 
Needs and on Senses of 
Scripture have been introduced 
into training programs in the 
past year; SRE formation days 
have been well attended. 

• SRE teachers are now 
developing a practice of 
reflecting on their lessons regularly. 

• There are decreasing numbers 
of students in some secondary 
SRE classes.

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

SRE MASS AND  
AWARDS CEREMONY 
It was wonderful in September 
to celebrate with more than 500 
catechists, their families and clergy 
from around the Diocese, the annual 
SRE Mass and Awards Ceremony. 

In the same week Bishop Vincent 
attended the dinner for SREs who 
have completed 25 years of service 
and this too was a joyful event. Your 
dedication to this ministry in making 
Jesus known and loved is inspiring.

SRE TRAINING
Senior students from 19 Catholic 
Colleges now assist as SREs in local 
public primary schools and this has 
been of mutual benefit. 

Secondary students often share how 
this experience has given them a 
deeper understanding of their own 
faith, and at the same time the young 
students appreciate the witness and 
enthusiasm of the ‘student teachers’ 
in their classroom. 

The first College to take part in 
the student SRE program Caroline 
Chisholm College Glenmore Park, 
celebrated 20 years of service and 
received a Papal Blessing at the 
recent CCD Mass.

SRE IN THE MEDIA 
Media news items that challenge 
SRE have intensified these past 10 
years but here in NSW, special 
religious education classes in public 
schools are safeguarded by an Act of 
Parliament. 

I delight in hearing the many positive 
stories of how staff in public schools 
and parents express their appreciation 
to our Catholic SRE teachers and how 
classroom teachers often get involved 
in the SRE lesson.

Research shows that in this multicultural 
society the SRE classroom provides 
a safe place for students to explore 
their religious identity and heritage. 
(Gross, 2019), to talk about faith 
and build acceptance of people of 
different cultures. Sharing Jesus’ 
message of love, forgiveness, 
compassion and mercy offers 
people hope and meaning. 

To ensure student safety we comply 
with Department of Education (DoE) 
requirements to have Working with 
Children Check clearance of every 
volunteer and we commit to teaching 
the approved curriculum – Christ our 
Light and our Life. 

REFLECTION
As we approach the final months 
of 2019 what is it that comes to mind 
from the last 10 years in your personal 
lives, and as a catechist? 

For me I reflect with gratitude for 
my appointment to this role in CCD 
and for the joy of working with Maree 
and the Regional Coordinators as well 
as the SREs these past 4 years. 

My five grandchildren were born in 
the past decade and I take pleasure in 
hearing my eldest Jessica talk about 
her SRE teacher and the lessons.

And now to the next 10 years – What 
will be our context and our vision? 

LOOKING AHEAD 
We note that technology is ever- 
changing. Compliance with DoE 
requirements will remain central to 
our work. 

As the number of families of all 
faiths taking part in Church worship 
or formal religion drop, it has become 
crucial to maintain a presence in 
public school classrooms. 

As we move into the next decade, 
I believe we need to have a particular 
focus on SRE in secondary schools 
and give witness to our teenagers 
who are spiritual-they wonder about 
God, the world and the big questions 
of life.

On behalf of the whole CCD team 
in the Diocese of Parramatta, I would 
like to wish all of our catechists 
and their families a happy and 
holy Christmas. 

May you be deeply blessed for your 
efforts to proclaim Jesus as the light 
of the world.

Cecilia Zammit
DIRECTOR
CONFRATERNITY OF  
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, 
DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA
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‘PENTECOST’ IN YEAR FOUR

Matthew walks in, always head 
down with his support teacher.  
She has his SRE Activity book and 
they sit in the front. 

Silent, sometimes trance-like, he 
rarely looks to me or other students. 
His support teacher is warm and 
engaging and she spoke to me of 
his reticence. Pentecost was our last 
lesson where we learnt of the Twelve 
and the Blessed Mother huddled 
together in the Upper Room. 

In our next lesson we investigated 
the change in the Apostles after the 
descent of the Holy Spirit. The lesson 
was titled: ‘Peter and John Act with 
Courage’ based on ACTS 4:1-22. 

We read the account in Acts, then 
I retold the story using the sacred 
scripture figures formerly known 

ROSEMARY RECOUNTS A SURPRISING LESSON 

Melissa Mc Donald & Alaina St Columbus College Springwood

Catechists from Cranebrook Parish celebrating 25 years of service

Helen Zammit & daughter Antonia, St Marks College Stanhope Gardens

as “peg people”. The whole class 
was fascinated and watched with rapt 
attention. However, what astonished 
me most was Matthew’s reaction  
as he too was rapt. 

I received his eye contact for the 
first time, smiles, and suggestions 
as to what could happen next. 
Matthew also volunteered to control 
the characters of the jailers in the 
student re-enactment. 

During the student rehearsals  
Matthew directed other students 
to behave appropriately when 
over-excitement threatened the 
performance! We had our own 
Pentecost in this Year Four class. 

Deo Gratias

Catechists celebating 25 years Service

Mother & daughter SRE teachers

Rosemary
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HAWKESBURY
A privilege of being the SRE Co-ordinator for the 
Hawkesbury Region is meeting such a diverse cultural 
and professional mix of people who bring a variety of 
gifts and talents to SRE. 

I see this variety come to life in the classrooms that I visit 
across the region. Generally speaking, there is an openness 
to learning new ways of teaching religious education to the 
students in the state schools. 

Thank you to those who take the time to prepare their lessons 
and include activities and resources that are engaging the 
students in learning. One of my class visits took me to Windsor 
Park Public where Bede Polding students were teaching a 
combined Year 1/2 class and a Kindergarten class. 

It was great to see the positive interaction between the Bede 
Polding student teachers and the students in the class. The 
effort made by John Ciardi and Josephine Muscat into planning 

and holding a school Mass at two public schools in the Windsor 
Parish is commendable and when Fr Gayan spoke to the 
students gathered, I learnt new things too! The students were 
focused and attentive all throughout the celebration. It was 
also encouraging to see some parents there to support their 
children in their education in the faith.

TRAINING 

It was a privilege to meet with the group of people who 
attended the Level 2 course at Richmond Parish this year. 
All were keen to attend the sessions each week and share 
their learnings. 

In Term 3 I was privileged to train a new group of 22 students 
attending St Mark’s College at St John XXIII Parish as assistant 
SREs. Their attentiveness to the training and their ability to 
work together to plan a lesson was impressive. One student 
plans to take their guitar to the lessons to lead the music. 

Another group of 12 St Mark’s students started teaching 
SRE at Kellyville Ridge Public School in 2014 and expanded 

REGIONAL ROUNDUP

Level 2 Training at Richmond with Dr Laurie Woods

Bede Polding students going out to teach with SRE teachers

Bede Polding students preparing to be SRE assistants

SREs with Fr Clifford at St Monica's, Richmond, for Jing's farewell Mass



Catechist News 5

REGIONAL ROUNDUP

their student roster to take on two classes at the school: 
assisting in the Year 3 and a Year 4 class. The 5 Years of Service 
Certificate was presented St Mark’s College at the Parish Mass. 

FAREWELLING JING XUE

At the end of August, Jing Xue was presented with her Level 
3 Certificate of Attendance and farewelled at Sunday Mass 
at St Monica’s before she and her husband Lee returned to 
China on September 2. Jing was an SRE for Windsor Parish 
and at Richmond Parish during her three and half year stay in 
Australia while Lee completed his university studies. 

Jing shared with SREs and with students, the restrictions 
placed on peoples’ religious freedom to practice their faith 
in China. Jing asked that we continue to prayer for her and 
the Catholics in her country. Jing’s contribution to SRE was 
much appreciated by both parishes.  

Thank you to all in the Hawkesbury Region who have contributed 
so much as catechists in 2019 and Happy Christmas!.  

BLACKTOWN
CCD training courses at all the levels have been well 
attended by SRE teachers and helpers across the 
diocese in 2019.  

‘Teaching in a sensitive and age appropriate way’ is a new 
component introduced to the final Level 1 Reconnection session 
(session 15) night course at IFM. 

SREs in small groups, discussed a range of scenarios that could 
come up in a classroom, and the suggested responses were 
then shared with the whole group. 

SENSITIVITY IN TEACHING

How can we be ‘sensitive in our SRE teaching’? In the SRE 
classroom teachers need to be aware of: cultural diversity, 
family backgrounds, being inclusive of both girls and boys, the 
age and the world of the student 2019/2020.

When difficult questions/comments arise in the lesson, 
a sensitive and age appropriate response is required. Being 
‘age appropriate’ simply means that the content is suitable to 
the understanding and ability of a particular age taking into 
consideration the cognitive development of the child and 
their ability to comprehend. 

This applies at a faith level as well. The SRE teacher should 
always determine whether resources used in the classroom 
are suitable for the age of the children in the class.  

Inappropriate images such as very graphic suffering images 
of Jesus may, for some children, be traumatising and should 
not be shown. SREs need to be conscious of what materials 

parents would approve for their children. The Approved 
Curriculum must be followed and even then, judgements of 
age appropriateness need to be made. 

FORMATION THROUGH GOD'S LOVE
Special Religious Education lessons can be content rich but 
it is always a means to engaging students to know and love 
God, and to believe they are loved by God: it is about inviting 
students into a relationship with God – formation.

REMEMBER! THE SRE IS THE FACE OF CHRIST TO THE 
STUDENTS, AND THE WAY THE TEACHER DELIVERS THE 
MESSAGE WILL IMPACT ON STUDENT RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD. 

The teaching in ‘sensitive and appropriate way’ component 
will be presented at Marayong Level 1 Reconnector session, 
and will remain as part of Level 1 Training. 

Christmas Blessings!

BLUE MOUNTAINS 
Blue Mountains Region came together for Mass at 
Sacred Heart Parish, Blackheath earlier this year with 
our beloved priest Fr Bob Sheridan, our longest serving 
Blue Mountains priest. 

Fr Bob, who was awarded an Order of Australia Medal this 
year  for his devoted service to the community, warmly 
encouraged the catechists, on spreading the Gospel to State 
school children. 

Afterwards SRE teachers were recognized for completing 
training courses and others for achieving 5 and 10 year service 
milestones. Blackheath SREs with Julie Hodgkinson and 
Noeleen Cliff at the helm, organized the fabulous food and floral 

Connie Cassar
BLACKTOWN REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

Level 1 Marayong SREs

Carol Vella
HAWKESBURY REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR
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arrangements. Thanks to Pat Drummond, for using his musical 
talents to lift our voices in song at this wonderful celebration. 

One of our Blackheath SREs team deserves a very special 
mention this year. Norma Carlon has been the sole SRE teacher 
in the Megalong Valley, teaching a combined Christian group 
of K-6 students for just on 30 years! 

'GRUM' RETIRES AFTER 30 YEARS OF SRE

I had occasion to be in the Megalong recently when we went 
horse riding to celebrate my daughter’s 10th birthday and 
our guide and his son who was taught by Norma, spoke 
affectionately of “Grum” as they called her. 

Norma who was unable to be at our CCD Mass to receive 
her award for 30 years will be presented with her award at a 
Blackheath Parish Mass. After 30 years of dedicated SRE service, 
Norma is now retiring from active SRE ministry. 

On behalf of the many children and their families, who heard 
the gospel message from you Norma – we say thank you. In 
other parts of this region, SREs continue to faithfully bring 
God’s love to our State school children each week. 

SMALL THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE

Congratulations to Anne Hobbs (Glenbrook parish) and 
Barbara Ryan (Emu Plains parish) whose dedication was 
recognised at our recent 25 years’ service dinner – both such 
inspiring women of faith, hope and love! 

My eldest daughter Alaina has enjoyed her time this year 
as a student SRE catechist under the guidance of Mrs Anne 
Ellis, RE Coordinator at St Columba’s. The enthusiasm and 
encouragement of Anne Ellis reaps great rewards for primary 
student and the SRE student teachers alike. 

I was chatting about SRE over dinner one night as Alaina told me 
how her lesson on the parable of buried treasure went well that 
day.  Sophia in Year 4, with no prompting, offered the following 
observation of her own scripture lessons at Lapstone Public: 

“Miss Turner does heaps of role plays which are really effective 
because we get to live it out and it’s also heaps of fun!” 

I almost choked on my spaghetti bolognese whilst reaching 
for a pen to capture that quote – SRE Gold. Good one Thaïs! 
This is just one example of the love, creativity, time and effort 
which goes into SRE lessons each week for the service of God 
and our State school families! 

Congratulations to all our SREs and PCs for all you achieve 
within this ministry where we may not do great things (as St 
Therese of Calcutta said) but we can do small things with great 
love. God bless.

PARRAMATTA
Earlier this term the Granville Co-Parish Coordinator 
Lana was approached by Rev. Fr Andrew Bass, Parish 
Priest to attend the Pastoral Council meeting. 

Lana was asked to give an outline of the CCD ministry and how 
it contributed to the parish. Lana’s report was met with great 
enthusiasm and many questions. It also reaffirmed catechist 
commitment to the parish and to the community. There were 
a few members that did not know about this ministry before 
Lana addressed the Council.

SEEING TRAINING COME TO LIFE

Throughout Term 2 I spent time visiting schools across the 
region. It is such a privilege to visit SREs in their classrooms 
and to see them putting into practice what they have learned 
in Level 1 and/or Level 2 training courses. 

I learn from watching SREs in the classroom, and often get 
some great ideas when we team teach. I can’t stress enough 
the need for ongoing training-think about it for 2020. 

I attended a Mass at Beresford Road Public School, with Fr 
Chukwunonyerem Akamadu, assistant priest at Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Parish, Greystanes as the presiding minister. 

It was wonderful to see so many parents and other family 
members attending this Mass in support of SRE students K-6. 

The children were very involved in the Mass, doing readings, 
offertory and singing. Students from St Pauls Catholic College, 
who support our SRE teachers, were in attendance too. 

As we come to the end of another school year we reflect on how 
our classes have gone this year – can I improve my teaching? 
What worked and what did not work? How can I refine what I 
am doing to engage the students fully? Let’s do it again in 2020.

Fiona Clarke
PARRAMATTA REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

Fr Bob, with Norma Carlon at Regional Mass Blackheath

Melissa McDonald
BLUE MOUNTAINS REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR
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HILLS REGION
Congratulations to the following Hills Region SRE’s who 
were recognised at the Diocesan Mass on 13 September 
at Marayong. Between them this illustrious group 
has over 190 years of Service to the Ministry. Hearty 
congratulations to you all.

• 45 Years of Service – Fr Zvonimir Gavranovic  

& Anne Sullivan – Parish of Baulkham Hills

• 40 Years of Service – Lesley Bosci – North Rocks

• 30 Years of Service – Anita Buggy – Winston Hills

• 15 Years of Service – Pierre LeGrand – Parish of 

Baulkham Hills & Val Goodwin – Dundas Valley

PAULINE O'BRIEN – REFLECTING ON  
25 YEARS OF SRE

I consider myself extremely fortunate to have served as a 
catechist for more than 25 years. 

My involvement with SRE started in 1993 when I responded 
to a call from the Parish Office of St Gerard Majella in Carlingford 
requesting assistance for a catechist who had a large year five 
class of 39 students. 

I was initially riddled with doubt and lack of confidence but 
also deeply humbled, so I accepted. I commenced doing the 
training courses which gave me knowledge, deepened my faith 
and provided resources for teaching. I even practised teaching 
my SRE lesson in front of my own children and this helped me 
grow in confidence.

BAULKHAM HILLS PARISH

In 2003 we moved to St Michael’s Parish Baulkham Hills and 
I again responded to the call for catechists. I started with a 
Year 5 class and have been there ever since. I soon realised that 
to keep my motivation alive I needed to attend SRE meetings, 
faith formation courses and reflection days.

ENGAGING STUDENTS

My simple class rules are: raise your hand before speaking, 
wait until your turn to speak, no laughing at others and eyes 
on the speaker. 

I like to ask questions to keep the students engaged. Sometimes 
their answers are totally accurate, totally irrelevant or at times 
quite humourous.  

Answering the call to be a catechist is being asked to do 
something special for God. I want to pay tribute to SREs who 
have inspired me – Iman Abagi, Wendy Hord, Magda Marconato 
and Maureen Vierboom. 

AN INSTRUMENT IN GOD'S HANDS

Throughout these years of being a catechist I continually 
remind myself that I am an instrument in God’s hands and 
I have total confidence in God. I never underestimate the work 
of the Holy Spirit.  

I believe that the Spirit will enlighten the minds and hearts of 
the students with the gifts and fruits of His love and that they 
will grow  to understand and appreciate how much God loves 
them. I am truly blessed...I am a humble Catechist!

Wendy Hord
& Helen Zammit
HILLS REGIONAL CO–ORDINATORS

Pauline & Dennis O'Brien

Parramatta Region – Beresford Public Mass
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NEPEAN 
The Nepean Region is blessed to have SREs who have 
ministered to children in the State schools for a number 
of years – many of whom were recognised at this year’s 
CCD Mass.

ANNUAL CCD MASS

Tuesday evening following the Mass, SREs who over the past 2 
or 3 years have received 25+ years of service awards together 
with a family member were invited to dinner. 

The Nepean Region had 6 SREs acknowledged at that dinner 
while another 3 were unable to attend. Bishop Vincent together 
with Cecilia Zammit thanked all present for their dedication to 
the ministry of SRE, including the families who have supported 
the SREs over the years. 

I would like to add my thanks to those of Bishop Vincent and 
Cecilia, for the way SREs week after week share their love of 
God with the children in the State schools.

PAPAL BLESSING

A number of Catholic secondary students assist in teaching 
SRE in local public schools. This year Caroline Chisholm College 
received a Papal Blessing at the CCD Mass for their 20 years of 
service. Both Mr John Corrigan a teacher at the school, and Mrs 
Veronica Sultana a parishioner at Glenmore Park, who together 
initiated the student SRE program at Caroline Chisholm College 
twenty years ago, attended the Mass and joined with the College 
leadership team and students to receive the Papal Blessing. Since 
then students from many other Catholic Colleges throughout 
the Sydney Basin have joined in this important ministry. 

Thank you to all the secondary students and to the supporting 
teachers who take up the call to minister to the young 
children in the Nepean Region. Your contribution is very much 
appreciated by those who minister along side you.

Carmel Fenton
NEPEAN REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR

25 Years Service Blacktown Region & Blue Mountains Regions

Caroline Chisholm College receive Papal Blessing for 20 years service 

25 Years Service Cranebrook Parish

Celebrating 25 years of Service in the Hills Region
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Only the kingdom therefore is absolute 
and it makes everything else relative. 

— St. Paul VI 
We are living through a period of great crisis 
as Australian Catholics today. That crisis has been 
upon us for at least a decade. 

It is hard to deny that plenty of people struggle with 
the credibility of our witness. Many, outside the Church 
(and plenty within), clearly have an image of us as 
a hypocritical institution that seems only to teach, 
judge, and condemn. 

The impact of these scandals has profoundly shamed 
and embarrassed us all. Our credibility as preachers of 
the Good News of Jesus has been undermined. 

Let's never forget that in the time of Jesus, the people 
of God also faced a major crisis! 

So troubled was the world of Jesus’ time, and so deep 
in despair, that it was commonly believed that nothing 
short of divine intervention could change things. People 
spoke of this hoped-for intervention as the Kingdom 
of God. 

They imagined the Kingdom coming in one great reform, 
as many do today. When the masses in Jesus’ day were 
looking for God to send a messiah to rescue them, Jesus 
introduced his followers to the kingdom as the expression 
of an invisible presence that lies at the heart of reality. 

Instead of viewing the depressing condition of the 
world as something only a divine intervention could 
change, Jesus of Nazareth insisted that God’s reign 
could begin in people’s lives any time they were ready 
to awaken to this presence. 

It is ‘at hand’. Do not look for God to appear in the 
desert or on a mountaintop, because the kingdom is 

THE VISION STILL HAS TIME

not about location. Instead, ‘The kingdom of God is 
within you’. This was not a message most people of 
Jesus’ time wanted to hear. I suspect it is not something 
we want to accept deep down either. We want a Church 
where we are in ‘control’. 

If, however, we can resist the temptation to despair and 
overcome the delusion that we can ‘save’ ourselves, we 
can discover the divine. Above all, we pray for the grace 
to ‘let go’ of our plans to ‘convert’ everyone but ourselves! 

As that wonderful scripture scholar, N. T. Wright  
(who is a major source of my thinking) puts it: “...we 
need to discover that when God wants to take charge 
of the world or the Church, he does not send in the 
tanks. Instead he sends in the poor and the meek.” 

That is what Pope Francis has also been tirelessly 
saying for the last six years! Our ‘salvation’ is not 
achieved by ‘circling the wagons’ and seeking refuge 
inxsome supposed ‘golden age’ of the Church. 

Instead, we Catholics are sent on mission as ‘kingdom 
people’ to the ‘peripheries’. The poor and meek are our 
salvation and our guides. 

With them, we go on a journey to form what Wright 
calls a community of ‘kinship’. God longs to be 
encountered in Jesus and at the margins. We need to 
rediscover him in the lowly humiliating places where 
we find ourselves today. 

We are called then to stand with all who are suffering: 
for the vision still has time, presses on to fulfillment, 
and it will not disappoint; and if it delays, wait for it 
(cf. Habakkuk 2:3). 

Only the Kingdom ... is absolute. 

Br Mark O'Connor
VICAR FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA
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PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 – WAIT, DIDN'T I ALREADY DO THIS?

Last year, there was a big flurry 
of activity as the bishops of 
Australia invited everyone to 
respond to the question: “What 
do you think God is asking of us 
in Australia at this time?”

Whether you participated or not, 

it was hard not to be aware that 

something was going on and we 

had a chance to be involved. Then 

in May, six National Plenary Themes 

were released, and with them, 
hundreds of topics, and a huge 
report detailing the feedback of 
over 220,000 people.

Now that we are informed, we are 
invited to come together again. The 
Australian Bishops want to deepen 
their listening and bring our wisdom 
into the efforts being made to shape 
the agenda for the Plenary Council.

So please, let us respond to this 
invitation, whether you participated 
before or not.

Another opportunity is here, new 
questions are being asked, and if we 
really want to “Listen to what the 
Spirit is saying?” then we need to 
listen to everyone, for the Holy Spirit 
resides in each of us. The question 
becomes: Given what everyone has 

said, and in light of the wisdom of 
scripture and our Catholic tradition, 
how might we be a Christ-centred 
church in each area of these National 
Themes for Discernment? 

Look out for and join in the upcoming 
and important conversations about 
our Church in your parish, or at IFM 
in the coming weeks!

Richard McMahon is the Director of 
Pastoral Planning & Implementation 
for the Diocese of Parramatta. 

You can contact the  
Pastoral Planning Office at 
 pastoralplanning@parracatholic.org 
or phone  (02) 8838 3441.

Richard McMahon
DIRECTOR 
PASTORAL PLANNING & IMPLEMENTATION 
DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA

Open to 
Conversion, 

Renewal  
& Reform

Joy,  
Hope-filled 
 & Servant 

Community

Humble, 
 Healing  

& Merciful

Prayerful  
& Eucharistic

Inclusive, 
Participatory  

& Synodal

Missionary & 
Evangelising

LET'S LISTEN & DISCERN 
HOW IS GOD CALLING US TO BE A CHRIST-CENTREED CHURCH THAT IS:

Participate in communal discernment towards Plenary Council 2020   bitly.discernment_response

For information on remembering your family in Christ in your Will
please visit yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/giftsinwills

Good deeds will live beyond your  
lifetime with a gift in your Will to nourish  
and support children’s faith development.  

After providing for your family and loved ones,  
please consider sharing God’s blessings  

with future generations.

W H A T  W I L L  B E  
Y O U R  L E G A C Y  O F

FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY?



Catechist News 11

CONNIE’S CRAFT CORNER

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Cut out wheel A & B

2. To reveal the pictures, make a window on wheel A 
by cutting on the broken lines all the way up to the 
star and keeping the star intact remove that section 
of the wheel. See assembled wheel.

3. Place wheel A on top of wheel B, pierce through the 
centre of both making a round hole using the centre 
of the star on wheel A as a guide. 

4. Insert the split pin through the hole of both wheels, 
secure by opening the pin and flatten. See below.

5. To protect little fingers cover the split pin with a 
piece of masking tape at the back of the wheel.

6. Colour and decorate.

MATERIALS NEEDED
• Copy on A4 card 200 gsm

• 1 Split pin

• Masking tape

• Colour pencils/felt pens

• Scissors

The Story of Christmas Wheel—K-6 
Recommend SREs assemble before class for K-2 

MATERIALS NEEDED: 

Copy on A4 card 200 gsm 

1 Split pin 

Masking tape 

Colour pencils/felt pens 

Scissors 

TO ASSEMBLE: 

 Cut out wheel A & B 

 To reveal the pictures, make a window on wheel A by cutting on the broken lines all the way up to 
the star and keeping the star intact remove that section of the wheel.  See assembled wheel below. 

 Place wheel A on top of wheel B, pierce through the centre of both making a round hole using the 
centre of the star on wheel A as a guide.  

 Insert the split pin through the hole of both wheels, secure by opening the pin and flatten. See 
below. 

 To protect little fingers cover the split pin with a piece of masking tape at the back of the wheel. 

 Colour and decorate.   
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Wheel A 

Wheel B 

The Story of Christmas Wheel Activity

W H A T  W I L L  B E  
Y O U R  L E G A C Y  O F

FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY?

As we prepare for our Christmas SRE lessons, The Story of Christmas Wheel K-6 
activity is a great way of engaging students in the wonder and awe of Christmas.  
The open window reveals the events leading up to the birth of Jesus.  

Simple to assemble and great for the students to take home.  

To obtain instructions and PDF templates of these activities go to the CCD website, 
or ask your parish office to download the templates for you. 
 parracatholic.org/ccd-craft

Remember to allocate time in your lesson plan for this activity having all materials 
pre–cut before going into the classroom. For K-2 partial assembly before the lesson 
is recommended.

Enjoy!

Acknowledgement of Images – taken from Creative Commons

Connie
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Spot the difference in the following 
two examples of positive feedback 
from a teacher to a student.

“Josh, you’ve been awesome all day. 
That’s just brilliant!” and “Josh, I noticed 
how well you listened to the discussion 
and you had some thoughtful 
questions too. 

Thank you - that really helped everyone 
to get more out of the lesson today.” 

Both these examples are positive 
and well-intentioned but one is much 
more powerful in shaping student 
behaviour. The first is an example 
of global praise – a broad sweeping 
comment in which the teacher gives 
their evaluation of the student. 

In the second example the teacher is 
reinforcing the behaviour the student 
is demonstrating, the listening and 
participation through questions. 

Respect is shown through saying 
‘thank you’ for their decision to 
behave constructively and through 
the provision of a reason why 
it’s important. The first example 
is teacher opinion, the second 
is instructive information which 
empowers the student and affirms 
the right behaviours.

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT

This was just one insight from a 
recent professional development 
session with Dr Bill Rogers hosted by 
the Broken Bay CCD, together with 
Sydney and Parramatta CCDs. 

Dr Bill Rogers is an internationally 
renowned authority on classroom 
management. 

He has written numerous books 
on the subject and the Regional and 
Parish Coordinators in attendance 
all benefitted from his experience 
and wisdom. Bill also delivered his 
content with warmth, humour and 
impressive visuals – most of which 
were his own artwork!

The annual Classroom Management 
session will be updated to incorporate 
some of Bill’s ideas and there are 
plans underway to secure Bill's 
attendance at a larger venue to 
enable more SREs to benefit from 
Bill’s considerable expertise.

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
MUTUAL RESPECT

Dr Bill Rogers strongly emphasises 
the importance of mutual respect 
and the dignity of the individual, 
in relation to both the teacher 
and student. 

This respect should be evident in all 
interactions including when discipline 
is required. Without this respect 
and dignity it’s difficult to teach 
effectively and influence behavior. 

Some examples given were: asking 
permission to look at the students 
work, and the way we deal with student 
possessions which are distracting 
them/their peers such as the dreaded 
mobile phone! 

In the latter case we don’t just take it 
off them (separating a teen from their 
phone is dangerous territory!) instead 
we give them a directed choice such 
as ‘I notice you are distracted by your 
phone, you can either place it on my 
desk or put it away, thanks’. 

Not hard to guess which option 
will be chosen! This intervention 
should of course be considered 
in light of school rules around 

‘ENCOURAGE AND CORRECT’

phone usage.‘Least instructive 
corrections’ was another important 
principle discussed. Sometimes it 
can be enough to demonstrate that 
you are aware of what is going on in 
the classroom eg. ‘some people are 
still chatting. 

Facing this way and listening, thanks.’ 
Or with eye contact or a word 
demonstrate the requirement to 
attend or follow an instruction. 

These minimal corrections convey 
calmness – which is so important – 
and a lack of confrontation. They 
show to the student that you are 
aware of what is going on. 

More intrusive forms of correction 
may be required in a situation but the 
idea is to only do what is required 
to get behavior back to what’s 
necessary for effective learning to 
take place. 

More intrusive corrections which 
will at times be required as a follow 
up where more minimal corrections 
have not worked are obviously 
distracting for the whole class and 
can be isolating for the individual 
possibly giving them attention in 
unconstructive ways. 

A SESSION ON CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT WITH DR BILL ROGERS 
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JANUARY

Monday 26th Australia Day

Tuesday 28th Commence Term 1 

FEBRUARY

Wednesday 26th  Ash Wednesday

MARCH

Wednesday 4th  Level 2 (Evening) Training Course  

 commences at IFM, Blacktown

Friday 6th  Level 3 Training Course  

 commences at IFM, Blacktown

Monday 9th  Level 1 Training Course  

 commences at Penrith

APRIL

Friday 10th  Good Friday & End Term 1

Saturday 11th  Easter Saturday

Sunday 12th  Easer Sunday

Monday 13th  Easter Monday

Saturday 25th  ANZAC Day

Monday 27th  Commence Term 2

CCD Dates for term 1

NEW RESOURCES

The CCD Library has a range of books suitable 
for the teacher and for the classroom as well as 
other resources (CDs banners, posters).

Borrow one of these items from the CCD library and 
expand your mind as a teacher and make your lessons 
more engaging. If you cannot get into Parramatta,  
call and we will try to get it to you:  8838 3486 

NEW BOOKS

LIVING SPIRITUALITY

by Dr Peter Mudge

This compact book is designed for ‘hands on’ people 
working in the area of ‘spirituality’ including teachers 
and parishioners. 

Using his quadrivial model, Peter writes the ‘four rivers 
of spiritual traditions, narratives, disciplines and virtues 
flow together.’

This new resource includes chapters on: Introduction 
to Christian spirituality, Ecological spirituality, Christian 
breathing meditation, The Jesus Prayer, The Jewish 
Jesus, and Lectio Divina

MOVING FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATORS IN THE CLASSROOM 

Edited by Richard Rymarz and Paul Sharkey 

Gathers the insights of a range of impressive contributors 
who, over 18 chapters, address important aspects of RE 
in the classroom including spirituality, meditation, youth 
ministry, liberal arts, Godly Play, teaching scripture, mercy 
and change. 

SEEKING TO BELONG

It’s important to understand that some children will 
seek to find their sense of belonging by acting in 
dysfunctional, disruptive ways but at heart all of us 
seek to belong and the teacher’s task is to enable that 
sense of belonging in constructive ways.

Bill also cautioned us against asking useless interrogating 
questions such as ‘why haven’t you started your work 
yet?’ ‘Why didn’t you go to the toilet during the break?’

Instead of the first question a better response would 
be ‘I notice you haven’t started your work yet. Is there 
anything I can do to help you with it?’ 

So our questions around behavior management should 
be directed 

• to raising student awareness of their behaviour and 

• getting the student to take responsibility for it. 

Bill convinced us that the rights of the child and 
respectful interactions are fundamental when we 
‘encourage and correct’ students. 

The CCD team will be working towards bringing more 
insights of the day to you in the year ahead.

Melissa McDonald
BLUE MOUNTAINS  
REGIONAL CO–ORDINATOR
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LEVEL 1

Monday 9:30 am – 2:15pm
Penrith Parish meeting Room

March 9 , 16, 23 & 30 
April 27

May 4 & 11 
June 15

LEVEL 2

Wednesday 7:00pm to 9:15pm
IFM Blacktown (Evening)

March 4, 11, 18, 25 
April 1 & 29
May 6, 13, 20, 27

June 10, 17 & 24 
July 1 
Aug 26

LEVEL 3

Friday 10:00am to 2:00pm
IFM Blacktown

March 6, 13, 20, 27 
April 3
May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

14 Catechist News 

ALL COURSE BOOKINGS: Maree Collis   8838 3486 or email  maree.collis@parracatholic.org

TRAINING COURSES COMMENCING TERM 1, 2020

CCD CONTACTS

CCD DIRECTOR Cecilia Zammit 02 8838 3486 cecilia.zammit@parracatholic.org

CCD OFFICE MANAGER Maree Collis 02 8838 3486 maree.collis@parracatholic.org

REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS

BLACKTOWN Connie Cassar 0410 346 484 ccassar.ccdparra@hotmail.com

HAWKESBURY Carol Vella 0422 429 043 carolvellaccdparramatta@gmail.com

HILLS
Wendy Hord 02 9674 4931 whordccdparra@gmail.com

Helen Zammit 0401 183 268 helen@zammit.net

MOUNTAINS Melissa McDonald 0408 693 042 melissajmc@bigpond.com

NEPEAN Carmel Fenton 0402 222 143 carwltn@bigpond.net.au

PARRAMATTA Fiona Clarke 0404 895 539 fionaclarke@aapt.net.au
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